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CHAPTER 1. SUBCOMMITTEE OVERVIEW 

OVERVIEW 

The questions asked and reviewed in this section address place-based environments that 
influence the foods that individuals, families and households obtain and consume, and on the 
community settings in which they spend much of their time. The Committee considered 
several settings, but prioritized four key settings to examine for this report: neighborhood and 
community food access; child care (early care and education); schools; and worksites. (Two 
of the settings, food access and child care, were addressed using NEL systematic reviews.) 
The Committee examined the relationship of these settings to diet quality and weight status. 
Because of the need to identify effective population-level strategies, the Committee focused 
specifically on reviewing the scientific literature to determine the impact of place-based 
obesity prevention and dietary interventions.   

For more information, see Scientific Report of the 2015 Dietary Guidelines Advisory 
Committee: Part D. Chapter 4: Food Environment and Settings. Information in the report 
was vetted by the full committee and presented at public meetings; however, more detailed 
supporting information on each specific systematic review is available on the NEL website. 
Below are links to the questions that this Subcommittee answered using a NEL systematic 
review approach. 

For 2015 Dietary Guidelines Advisory Subcommittee work structure and member 
organization, see Scientific Report of the 2015 Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee 
Appendix E-9. 

For 2015 Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee and support staff membership and 
acknowledgments lists, see: Membership and Appendix E-10: Dietary Guidelines 
Advisory Committee Report Acknowledgments. 
 

NEL SYSTEMATIC REVIEW QUESTIONS 

Food Access 
1. What is the relationship between neighborhood and community access to food retail 

settings and individuals’ dietary intake and quality? 
2. What is the relationship between neighborhood and community access to food retail 

settings and weight status?   
 

Early Care and Education 
1. What is the impact of obesity prevention approaches in early care and education 

programs on the weight status of children ages 2 to 5 years? 

  

http://www.nel.gov/
http://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015-scientific-report/09-chapter-4/
http://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015-scientific-report/09-chapter-4/
http://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015-scientific-report/21-appendix-E9.asp
http://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015-scientific-report/21-appendix-E9.asp
http://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015-scientific-report/01-DGAC-staff-membership.asp
http://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015-scientific-report/22-appendix-E10.asp
http://health.gov/dietaryguidelines/2015-scientific-report/22-appendix-E10.asp
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CHAPTER 2. FOOD ACCESS – DIETARY INTAKE 

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY 
ACCESS TO FOOD RETAIL SETTINGS AND INDIVIDUALS’ DIETARY INTAKE AND 
QUALITY? 

TECHNICAL ABSTRACT 

Background 
The goal of this systematic review was to determine whether food access (i.e., the availability 
and affordability of foods) is associated with dietary intake, quality and variety. Food 
availability was measured in many ways for individuals, families and neighborhoods, including 
proximity to food outlets, density of food outlets, distance to the outlet closest to a residential 
location, mean distance traveled to food outlets where participants reported shopping and 
foods available in stores. Food availability was measured both objectively (e.g., food outlets 
per capita or within a certain radius of a participant’s home using geographic information 
systems) and subjectively (e.g., perceived availability of healthy vs. unhealthy food outlets 
and healthy foods in a store or neighborhood). 

Conclusion statement 
Emerging evidence suggests that the relationship between access to farmers’ markets and 
produce stands and dietary intake and quality is favorable. The body of evidence regarding 
access to other food outlets, such as supermarkets, grocery stores, convenience and corner 
stores, and dietary intake and quality is limited and inconsistent. 

2015 DGAC Grade: Not assignable 

Methods 
Literature searches were conducted using PubMed, Embase and Cochrane databases to 
identify studies that evaluated the association between food access and dietary outcomes. 
Studies that met the following criteria were included in the review: Randomized controlled 
trials (RCT), non-randomized controlled trials, prospective cohort studies, or cross-sectional 
studies; humans over the age of two years who were healthy or at elevated chronic disease 
risk; subjects from the United States; and published in English in peer-reviewed journals. The 
date range was January 2004 to January 2014. The intervention or exposure was food 
availability and accessibility compared to different levels of availability and accessibility. The 
outcomes were dietary intake, quality, behaviors and preferences. 

Data from each included article were extracted and risk of bias was assessed. The evidence 
was qualitatively synthesized, a conclusion statement was developed and the strength of the 
evidence (grade) was assessed using pre-established criteria including evaluation of the 
quality and risk of bias, quantity, consistency, magnitude of effect and generalizability of 
available evidence. 

Findings 

• This NEL systematic review included 18 articles published since January 2004 that 
examined the relationship between food access and dietary outcomes. This literature 
included 15 cross-sectional studies, one longitudinal study and two controlled trials. 

• The studies used multiple approaches to assess food access (i.e., the availability and 
affordability of foods) and dietary intake, quality and variety. The majority of studies 
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measured food access by the density of food outlets within a specified distance from a 
participant’s residence and proximity to various food outlets. The majority of studies 
assessed dietary intake by focusing on fruit and vegetable consumption; diet quality and 
variety were predominantly determined by various diet indices.  

o Although food access was assessed across geographic, ethnic, racial and income 
groups, due to the wide variation in methods used to determine food access, making 
comparisons across studies was challenging. Despite this variability, a consistent 
relationship was identified between farmers’ markets and produce stands and diet. 

o Two studies found statistically significant, favorable associations between access to 
farmers’ markets and produce stands and dietary intake (assessed by fruit and 
vegetable consumption) and diet variety and quality [both assessed by the Healthy 
Eating Index (HEI)] 

o Due to the variability of studies and paucity of data, no consistent associations 
regarding dietary outcomes and access to other food outlets were evident. 

Limitations 
The ability to draw strong conclusions was limited by the following issues:  

• Most studies were of weaker design (i.e., cross-sectional) 
• The methodological differences across individual studies were significant 
• The myriad retail outlets that sell food vary considerably. 

FULL REVIEW 

Conclusion statement 
Emerging evidence suggests that the relationship between access to farmers’ markets and 
produce stands and dietary intake and quality is favorable. The body of evidence regarding 
access to other food outlets, such as supermarkets, grocery stores, convenience and corner 
stores, and dietary intake and quality is limited and inconsistent. 

Grade 
Not assignable 

Key findings 
This systematic review included 18 studies published between 2007 and 2013, including 15 
cross-sectional studies, by independent investigators with sufficient sample sizes, one 
longitudinal study and two controlled trials (one RCT and one non-randomized) examining the 
relationship between food access and dietary intake and quality 

The studies used multiple approaches to assess food access and dietary intake, quality and 
variety. The majority of studies measured food access by the density of food outlets within a 
specified distance from a participant’s residence and proximity to various food outlets. The 
majority of studies assessed dietary intake by focusing on vegetable and fruit consumption; 
diet quality and variety were predominantly determined by various validated diet indices 
including, but not limited to, the HEI. 

Although food access was assessed across wide-ranging geographic, ethnic, racial and 
income groups, due to the wide variation in methods used to determine food access, making 
comparisons across studies was challenging. Despite this variability, a consistent relationship 
was identified between farmers’ markets and produce stands and dietary intake. Two cross-
sectional studies found statistically significant, favorable associations between access to 
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farmers’ markets and produce stands and dietary intake (assessed by individual vegetable 
and fruit consumption) and diet variety and quality (both assessed by the HEI). Due to the 
variability of studies and paucity of data, no consistent associations regarding dietary 
outcomes and access to other food outlets were evident. 

Evidence summary 
Description of the Evidence 

This systematic review includes 18 studies conducted in the United States, including 15 cross-
sectional studies that accessed food access by distance to food outlets (Carroll-Scott, 2013; 
Caspi, 2012; Dean, 2011; Ding, 2012; Jago, 2007; Jilcott Pitts, 2013; Sharkey, 2010), density 
of food outlets (An, 2012; Gustafson, 2012a; Jack, 2013; Moore, 2008; Ollberding, 2012; 
Powell, 2009; Zenk, 2009) or both (Laska, 2010; Zenk, 2009). Some of these studies 
(Gustafson, 2012a; Powell, 2009; Sharkey, 2010) examined additional measures of food 
access, including the availability, affordability and quality of foods within various food outlets. 
One longitudinal study (Boone-Heinonen, 2011) examined the relationship between food 
availability and food and vegetable intake and overall diet quality among adults. Two controlled 
trials among low-income populations (Gittelsohn, 2010; Gustafson, 2012b) examined the 
relationship between food access and dietary intake and quality and the impact of an 
intervention modifying the food environment and a weight management program, respectively. 
Most of the included studies had relatively low risk of bias ratings (scores ranged from zero to 
eight points out of 26 or 28.)  

Sample size of these studies ranged from 116 to 15,634 participants; eight studies had 100 to 
500 (Ding, 2012; Gittelsohn, 2012; Gustafson, 2012a; Gustafson, 2012b; Jago, 2007; Jillcott 
Pitts, 2013; Laska, 2010; Ollberding, 2012), three studies had 500 to 1,000 (Caspi, 2012; 
Sharkey, 2010; Zenk, 2009), five studies had 1,000 to 5,000 (Boone-Heinonen, 2011; Carroll-
Scott, 2013; Dean, 2011; Moore, 2008; Powell, 2009) and two studies had more than 10,000 
(An, 2012; Jack, 2013). 

Population 

Most studies examined food access and diet in a general population of adults (Boone-
Heinonen, 2011; Caspi, 2012; Dean, 2011; Gustafson, 2012a; Jack, 2013; Moore, 2008; 
Ollberding, 2012; Powell, 2009; Zenk, 2009); two focused on women (Gustafson, 2012b; 
Jillcott Pitts, 2013); one study focused on adolescent boys (Jago, 2007) and another focused 
on seniors (Sharkey, 2010). Five studies focused solely on children and adolescents (An, 
2012; Carroll-Scott, 2013; Ding, 2012; Jago, 2007; Laska, 2012); one study assessed the 
impact of a food environment intervention among children and their caregivers (Gittelsohn, 
2012). Where reported, mean age of participants ranged from 8.3 years to 69.9 years, with 
one study including 6-year-olds to 90-year-olds and multiple studies with no specified upper 
cut-off for age. 

Information related to socioeconomic status (SES) was reported in all studies, and indicators 
included neighborhood variables (per capita income), household demographics (household 
income, food assistance participation, percentage of federal poverty level) and individual 
characteristics (educational achievement, free or reduced lunch eligibility, income level, 
unemployment rate, type of employment and vehicle ownership). Race was reported in 17 
studies with the racial profiles of the samples varying greatly (refer to the Overview Table for 
study-specific details). 

Exposures 

http://www.nel.gov/
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Food availability was measured in many ways for individuals, families and neighborhoods, 
including proximity to food outlets [total and by type (supercenters, supermarkets, large chain 
grocery stores, medium-sized grocery stores, small or specialty grocery stores, convenience 
stores, candy stores, bakeries, farmers’ markets and produce stands)], density of food outlets 
(total and by type), distance to the outlet closest to a residential location, mean distance 
traveled to food outlets where participants reported shopping and foods available in stores. 

Within each of these exposures, the measurement of food availability varied as well. Some 
studies objectively measured the availability of food outlets per capita or within a certain radius 
of a participant’s home using geographic information systems. Others assessed perceived 
availability of healthy vs. unhealthy food outlets and healthy foods in a store or neighborhood. 
Foods available in stores also were determined by the Nutrition Environment Measures Survey 
or subjective assessment of the retail food environment (e.g., whether or not certain foods 
were available and the variety and quality of fruits and vegetables). 

Food outlets were identified through various methods, including the U.S. Census Bureau; the 
Dun and Bradstreet commercial dataset of U.S. business records; city and county public health 
records; and InfoUSA, a business and consumer contact database. When the categorization of 
food outlets was described, Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes or the North 
American Industry Classification System codes, which replaced SIC codes in 1997, were used. 

There were also numerous ways in which food affordability was measured, including self-
reported amount of money spent on groceries per week, perceived affordability of foods at the 
store where a participant completed his or her primary shopping), perceived in-store 
affordability of certain foods (e.g., fruits and vegetables, low-fat meat products, whole grains 
and low-fat dairy products) and various price indexes by foods or food groups. 

The exposure variables for both food availability and affordability were assessed as continuous 
and categorical variables in the statistical analyses. 

Outcomes 

Dietary outcomes were measured by self-report surveys, screeners, food frequency 
questionnaires (FFQ), chart review and 24-hour recalls. Dietary intake was assessed by 
energy intake and intake of certain foods and food groups (fruits, vegetables, grains, dairy 
products, meat, juice and soda), nutrients (percentage of energy from fat) and frequency of 
eating certain foods. Diet quality was assessed by the Healthy Eating Index (HEI) (total and 
component scores), the Diet Quality Index and author-derived indices (refer to the Overview 
Table for study-specific details). 

Evidence Synthesis 

This body of evidence includes 18 studies with significant methodological differences (refer to 
the Overview Table for study-specific details). Geography (i.e., rural, urban, suburban) and 
demographics (i.e., ethnicity, income, age, gender) vary greatly as do as most findings. 

Two studies, out of two studies assessing the relationship, found significant, favorable 
associations between access to farmers’ markets and produce stands and dietary outcomes. 
Four studies showed favorable dietary outcomes and access to supermarkets; two studies 
showed unfavorable outcomes and three studies did not find a relationship between access to 
supermarkets and dietary outcomes. Three studies showed favorable outcomes related to diet 
with grocery stores; one study showed unfavorable outcomes and two studies did not find a 
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relationship between access to grocery stores and dietary outcomes. Two studies showed 
favorable outcomes related to diet and access to convenience stores; two studies showed 
unfavorable outcomes and one study did not find a relationship between access to 
convenience stores and dietary outcomes.  

Due to the variability of studies and paucity of data, making comparisons across studies and 
drawing conclusions were difficult. In summary, there were limited, but consistent, favorable 
associations between access to farmers’ markets and produce stands and dietary intake, 
variety and quality. Furthermore, there were no consistent findings regarding favorable or 
unfavorable effects on dietary outcomes in relation to access to other food outlets. 

Overview table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access 
and diet 

http://www.nel.gov/


Question: What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and impact on individuals 
dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

Controlled Trials 
Gittelsohn, 2010 

Nonrandomized 
controlled trial 

US 

Risk of bias: 8/26 

N=116 

Caregivers: 41.0y 
Children: 9.9 y; 8-12y 

Caregivers: 95% female 
Children: 50% female 

64% Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander 

Education: 12.5y 

Employment: 34% unemployment rate 

Food assistance: 67% of households received 
at least one form of food assistance 

Intervention: Healthy 
Foods Hawaii (HFH) 
intervention: 
increased store 
stocking of targeted 
Healthy-Eating Index 
(HEI) foods, point-of-
purchase promotions, 
interactive sessions, 
and involvement of 
local 
producers/distributors. 

Diet Quality 

Caregivers: HEI and healthy food consumption scores: NS 

Children: HEI grain score: β=1.83 (SE=0.76); P<0.05 

All other diet variables: Non-significant (NS) 

Gustafson, 2012b 

Randomized 
controlled trial 

US 

Risk of bias: 6/28 

N=156 

52y (SD=7.1) 

100% female 

White ~41%, Black ~57%, Other ~2% 

Education: 13y (SD=1.9) 

Income (≤$29,000): 67.5% 

Employed: 29% full-time 

Intervention: Diet 
and physical activity 
behavioral 
intervention including 
weekly group 
sessions focusing on 
diabetes prevention 
and weight 
management 
concepts. 

Fruit and Vegetable (F/V) Intake 

Participants with perception of low F/V availability, F/V 
serving increase: 1.89 (95% CI: 0.48, 3.31); P=0.04 

Participants with perception of low availability of low-fat 
foods, F/V serving increase: 1.85 (95% CI: 0.87, 2.82); P=0.03 

Participants who live in an objectively measured area of low 
density of supermarkets, F/V serving increase: 1.62 (95% CI: 
1.27, 1.96) P=0.03 

All other F/V intake variables or subgroups: NS 
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Question: What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and impact on individuals 
dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

Longitudinal 
Study 
Boone-Heinonen, 
2012 

Longitudinal 
study 

US 

Risk of bias:  3/26 

N=3,785 

24.9y (SE=0.1), 18-30y 

54.7% female 

White ~49% 

Education: Less than or equal to a high school 
degree (~55%), some college (~9%), college 
graduates (~34%) 

Mean Income: $61,000 (SD=$1,000) 

Food outlet density 
and distance 

Diet Quality 

Supermarket or grocery store density: NS for men and 
women  

Meeting fruit or vegetable recommendations 

Supermarket density between 1-2.9km from home: 

Men: OR=2.14 (95% CI: 1.19, 3.83), P<0.05 
Women: NS 
All other variables or subgroups: NS 

Cross-sectional 
Studies 
An, 2012 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 2/26 

N=13,462 

Children: 8.3y (SD=2.0); 5-11y 
Adolescents: 14.5y (SD=1.7); 12-17y 

49.0% female 

Children: White (46.0%), Black (8.0%), Asian 
or Pacific Islander (11.0%), Native-American 
(1.0%), Other or Multi-race (6.0%), Hispanic 
(27%) 

Adolescents: White (39.0%), Black (8.0%), 
Asian or Pacific Islander (11.0%), Native-
American (1.0%), Other or Multi-race (10.0%), 

Food outlet density Children’s food intake 

Large supermarkets within 0.5 miles: 

• Soda intake (servings/d): Incidence Rate Ratios (IRR)=1.078
(SE=0.035; P<0.05)

• All other foods: NS

All other food outlet types and food intake: NS 

Adolescents’ food intake 

Convenience stores within 0.5 miles: 

• Fast food intake (servings/d): IRR=0.935 (SE=0.031;
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Question: What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and impact on individuals 
dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

Hispanic (31%) 

Mean household income: Children: 
$51,534.2; Adolescents: $46,166.1 

Parent's education: Children: Less than high 
school (12.0%), college graduate (32.0%); 
Adolescents: Less than high school (21.0%), 
college graduate (28.0%) 

P<0.05) 
• Soda intake (servings/d): IRR=0.936 (SE=0.031; P<0.05)

Small food stores within 0.5 miles: Fast food intake 
(servings/d): IRR=1.017 (SE=0.005; P<0.01) 

Grocery stores within 0.5 miles: 
• Fast food intake (servings/d): IRR=1.083 (SE=0.034;

P<0.05)
• Soda intake (servings/d): IRR=1.088 (SE=0.031; P<0.01)

Large supermarkets within 0.5 miles: Fast food intake 
(servings/d): IRR=0.930 (SE=0.036; P<0.05)  

All other food outlet types and food intake: NS 
Carroll-Scott, 
2013 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 0/26 

N=1,048 

10.9y (SD=0.8) 

52.4% female 

White, other 10.5%, Black 40.7%, Latino 48.9% 

Free/reduced lunch eligibility: Eligible 
(76.9%), not eligible (12.0%) 

Food secure (self-report): Yes (76.7%), No 
(10.5%) 

1) Walking distance to
nearest food outlet 

2) Food outlet density

Diet quality 

Nearest grocery store >0.5 miles: 

• Healthy eating score: NS
• Unhealthy eating score: NS

Nearest fast-food restaurant <0.25 miles: 

• Healthy eating score: NS
• Unhealthy eating score: NS

Caspi, 2012 

Cross-sectional 
study 

N=743 

18-60y or older 

Distance to the 
supermarket 

Fruit and vegetable intake 

Distance to supermarket: NS 
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Question: What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and impact on individuals 
dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

US 

Risk of bias: 2/26 

80.6% female 

Hispanic 42.8%, Black Non-Hispanic 36.2%, 
White Non-Hispanic 11.7%, Other 9.3% 

Household income: 100% low-income 
Dean, 2011 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 0/26 

N=2,260 

53.4y (SD=15.9) 

70.7% female 

Race: NR 

Poverty: ≤100% Federal Poverty Level 
(15.5%), 101-199% Federal Poverty (13.1%) 

1) Retail food
environment 
measured by variety, 
freshness, and price 

2) Miles to
supermarket. 

Fruit and vegetable intake 

Retail food environment: 
• F/V variety: NS
• F/V freshness: NS
• F/V price: β=-0.310 (95% CI: -0.446, -0.174); P<0.01

Miles to supermarket: 

• Full sample: β=-0.011 (95% CI: -0.021, 0); P<0.05
• Urban area: NS
• Rural area: β=-0.013 (95% CI: -0.023, -0.002); P<0.05

Ding, 2012 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 5/26 

N=287 

Children: 8.3y (SD=1.9), 5-11 y 
Adolescents: 14.6 y (SD=1.7), 12-18 y 

51.4% female 

Children: Non-Hispanic White (78%), Non-
Hispanic Black (10%), Hispanic (8%), Other 
(14%); Adolescents: Non-Hispanic White 
(53%), Non-Hispanic Black (20%), Hispanic 
(10%), Other (17%) 

1) Proximity to "more-
healthful" food outlets 
(supermarkets, 
fruit/vegetable 
markets, non-fast-
food restaurants)  

2) Proximity to "less-
healthful" food outlets 
(convenience stores, 
fast-food restaurants). 

Fruit and vegetable intake 

Proximity to more-healthful food outlets or less-healthful food 
outlets: NS 

Archived from www.NEL.gov on March 21, 2017 13 



Question: What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and impact on individuals 

dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

Median annual household income: $60,000-
$69,999 

Gustafson, 2012a 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=147 

37y (SD=13.1) 

49% female 

White 67%, Black 25%, Other 8% 

≤130% of federal poverty level: 100% 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
participants: 100% 

1) Retail food
environment measure 
by Nutrition 
Environment 
Measures Survey in 
Stores (NEMS-S) of 
food outlets within 
0.5-miles and 1-mile 
radius of home 

2) Store type within a
0.5-miles and 1-mile 
radius of home. 

Dietary intake and NEMS-S 

Food stores <0.5 miles:  

• Vegetable intake (ref: <1 serving/day): OR=3.07 (95% CI:
1.78, 5.31)

• High meat intake (ref: <5 servings/day): OR=1.58 (95% CI:
1.06, 2.35)

• All other diet variables: fruits, grains, milk, total HEI score:
NS

Food stores <1.0 mile: All diet variables: NS 

Dietary intake and store type within 0.5 miles; 1.0 mile 

Fruit intake (ref: <1 serving/day): 

• Convenience stores: NS; OR=1.95 (95% CI: 1.11, 3.45)
• Farmers market: NS; NS
• Grocery stores/supermarkets: NS; NS

Vegetable intake (ref: <1 serving/day): 

• Convenience stores: NS; OR=5.00 (95% CI: 2.15, 11.61)
• Farmers market: OR=6.92 (95% CI: 4.09, 11.69); OR=4.36

(95% CI: 1.85, 10.28)
• Grocery stores/supermarkets: OR=3.04 (95% CI: 1.13, 8.17);

OR=6.91 (95% CI: 4.09, 11.69)
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Question: What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and impact on individuals 

dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

Milk intake (ref: <1 serving/day): 

• Convenience stores: NS; OR=3.01 (95% CI: 1.42, 6.38)
• Farmers market: OR=3.79 (95% CI: 2.14, 6.71); OR=3.23

(95% CI: 1.64, 6.37)
• Grocery stores/supermarkets: OR=2.65 (95% CI: 1.64, 4.28);

NS

Grain intake (ref: <5 servings/day): 

• Convenience stores: NS; NS
• Farmers market: OR=1.76 (95% CI: 1.01, 3.05); NS
• Grocery stores/supermarkets: OR=2.13 (95% CI: 1.55, 2.93);

OR=1.76 (95% CI: 1.01, 3.05)

Meat intake (ref: <5 servings/day): 

• Convenience stores: OR=0.46 (95% CI: 0.24, 0.88);
OR=3.25 (95% CI: 1.70, 6.22)

• Farmers market: OR=3.34 (95% CI: 2.06, 5.43); OR=2.82
(95% CI=1.68, 4.73)

• Grocery stores/supermarkets: OR=2.75 (95% CI: 1.51, 5.01);
OR=3.34 (95% CI: 2.06, 5.43)

Diet quality (total HEI scores): 

• Convenience stores: NS; β=3.69 (95% CI: 0.32, 7.07)
• Farmers market: NS; NS
• Grocery stores/supermarkets: NS; NS

Jack, 2013 N=15,634 Healthy food outlet 
density. 

Fruit and vegetable intake ≥5 servings/day 
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Question: What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and impact on individuals 
dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 

18y or older 

59.5% female 

White 41.1%, Black 24.1%, Hispanic 25.7%, 
Asian 6.5%, Other race/ethnicity 2.6% 

Income to poverty ratio: Below poverty line 
(13.1%), 100-199% of poverty line (18.1%), 
200-399% of poverty line (22.2%), 400-599% of 
poverty line (14.5%), above 600% of poverty 
line (17.4%) 

Education: Less than high school (16.5%), 
college graduate (35.8%). 

Density of healthy food stores (ref: quartile 1): 

• Full sample (quartile 4): NS
• Females (quartile 4): NS
• Males (quartile 4): NS
• High income zip codes (quartile 4): NS
• Low income zip codes (quartile 4): NS

Jago, 2007 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=204 

12.8y (SD=1.1), 10-14y 

0% female 

Euro-American 70.2%, Others 29.8% 

Parental education: GED (7.2%), tech college 
(21.2%), college (33.7%), postgraduate 
(38.0%) 

Distance to the 
nearest food outlet by 
type. 

Fruit and fruit juice intake: Distance to small food store: 
z=2.63; P=0.008 

Vegetable intake (excludes fried potato, potato salad, 
coleslaw): Distance to small food store: NS; P=0.06 

Fried potato, potato salad, and coleslaw intake: Distance to 
small food store: z=3.69; P<0.001 

Jillcott Pitts, 2013 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

N=400 

26.3y (SD=6.3), 18-44y 

100% female 

1) Distance to nearest
food outlet 

2) Space and time
accessibility to 
farmers markets. 

Fruit and vegetable intake ≥5 servings/day: No associations 
with measures of access or food outlet type 
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Question: What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and impact on individuals 

dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

Risk of bias: 2/26 
Black 63.8% 

Education: 43.6% below high-school graduate 

Income: 100% low-income 

Car owners: 68% 
Laska, 2010 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=334 [residential-level geographic information 
system (GIS)-derived independent variables]; 
277 (school-level GIS-derived independent 
variables) 

15.4y (SD=1.7) 

50.9% female 

Caucasian: 93.4% 

Parental education: 64.4% college education 

Median household income: $76,790 

Food outlet proximity.  Dietary intake 

• Convenience store within 1,600m: Sugar-sweetened
beverage (SSB) intake: β=0.24 (95% CI: 0.06, 0.41; P<0.01)

• Distance to nearest grocery store: SSB intake: β=-0.005
(95% CI: -0.01, -0.001; P<0.01)

• Grocery store within 1600m: SSB intake: β=0.31 (95% CI:
0.11, 0.51; P<0.01)

• Any food outlet within 1600m: SSB intake: β=0.24 (95%
CI: 0.07, 0.41; P<0.01)

All other food access and dietary intake variables: NS 

Moore, 2008 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=2,384 

45-84y 

54.2% female 

Non-Hispanic White 43.5%, Non-Hispanic 
Black 41.7%, Hispanic 14.7% 

Per capita annual income: $0-$14,999 
(25.7%); $15,000-$24,999 (29.8%); $25,000-

Supermarket density. Diet quality, supermarket density, quartile 1 (ref: quartile 4) 

Healthy diet [top quintile of Alternate Healthy Eating Index 
(AHEI) diet score]: RP=0.75 (95% CI: 0.59, 0.95) 

Healthy diet (bottom quintile of “fats and processed meats” 
dietary pattern): RP=0.54 (95% CI: 0.42, 0.70) 
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Question: What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and impact on individuals 

dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

$34,999 (22.7%); ≥$35,000 (21.7%) 
Ollberding, 2012 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=384 

18-35y (25.3%), 36-55y (39.6%), ≥ 56y (34.9%) 

63.5% female 

Non-Hispanic White 32.3%, Asian-American 
35.9%, Other/mixed race 31.0% 

Education: Less than high school (25.3%), 
some college (28.9%), college graduate 
(45.6%) 

Annual individual income: Less than $30,000 
(24.5%), $30,000-$59,999 (29.2%), $60,000 or 
more (36.5%) 

"Healthy" and 
“unhealthy” food 
outlet density. 

Fruit and vegetable intake servings 

Density of total food outlets within a 0.5km-radius: Tertile 
1=3.91 (SEM=0.13), tertile 2=3.27 (SEM=0.31), tertile 3=4.38 
(SEM=0.28); P=0.03; effect size=0.02 

Density of “healthy” food outlets within a 0.5k-radius: Tertile 
1=3.90 (SEM=0.13), tertile 2=3.27 (SEM=0.32), tertile 3=4.62 
(SEM=0.32), P=0.01; effect size=0.02 

All outer measures of access, distance, and food outlet 
type: NS 

Powell, 2009 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=3,739 

20.02y (SD=1.43); 18-23 y 

47.1% female 

White 68.3%, Black 12.4%, Asian 2.9%, 
Hispanic 14.0%, Other race 2.4% 

Education: Not completed high school 
(17.1%), completed high school (42.6%), some 
or completed college (40.3), enrolled in college 
(41.6%) 

Income: Youth income ($7,500; SD=$8,600), 

1) Food price index

2) Food outlet density

Fruit and vegetable intake 

Price of F/V: β=0.664 (SE=0.032); P<0.05 

Price of food at home: β=0.680 (SE=0.051); P<0.01 

Price of meat, dairy and bread: NS 

Price of fast food: NS 

Number of grocery stores: β=0.975 (SE=0.050); P<0.05 

Number of convenience stores: NS 

Number of supermarkets: NS 
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dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

parental income ($8,190; SD=$7,390) 
Sharkey, 2010 

Cross-sectional 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=582 

69.92y (SD=6.91); 60-90y 

68.2% female 

Minority: 14.4% 

Education: 13.1% less than high school 

Household income: ≤100% Federal Poverty 
Level (FPL) (17.0%), 101-199% FPL (16.3%) 

1) Supermarket
proximity 

2) Availability and
variety of fresh and 
processed fruits and 
vegetables in food 
stores. 

Fruit and vegetable intake 

Distance to nearest food store with fresh fruit or vegetables: 

• Fruit intake: NS
• Vegetable intake: NS

Distance to nearest food store with any fruits or vegetables: 

• Fruit intake: β=-0.027 (SE=0.009; P=0.003)
• Vegetable intake: NS

Distance to nearest supermarket: 

• Fruit intake: β=-0.012 (SE=0.004; P=0.003)
• Vegetable intake: β=-0.008 (SE=0.004; P=0.033)

Has few grocery stores: 

• Fruit intake: NS
• Vegetable intake: β=-0.240 (SE=0.119; P=0.002)

Fruit/vegetable variety at primary food outlet: 

• Fruit intake: β=-0.276 (SE=0.110), P=0.012
• Vegetable intake: NS

Zenk, 2009 

Cross-sectional 
study 

N=919 

46.28y (SE=0.84) 

1) Food store density

2) Supermarket
proximity 

Fruit and vegetable intake 

Presence of a large grocery store: β=0.691 (SE=0.210; 
P=0.002) 
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dietary intake and quality? 

Overview Table: Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between food access and diet 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Accessibility & 
Food Availability 

Results 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

52.3% female 

Black 56.8%, Latino 22.2%, White 18.8%, 
Other 2.3% 

Education: 12y (34.1%) 

Annual household income: $35,000 (23.0%) 

3) Fresh fruits and
vegetable availability 

4) Produce variety

5) Fruit and vegetable
cost 

6) Fruit and vegetable
quality. 

All other store type and produce characteristic variables: NS 

*Risk of bias as determined using the Nutrition Evidence Library Bias Assessment Tool (NEL BAT)
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Assessment of the Body of Evidence 

• Quality, Quantity and Risk of Bias: Collectively, the evidence base includes several
studies by independent investigators; however, there is limited evidence for each
specific food outlet type (e.g., two studies evaluated farmer’s markets, while
convenience stores and grocery stores were assessed in six studies each). Despite a
low risk of bias for most studies [as assessed by the NEL Bias Assessment Tool (BAT)]
and sufficient sample sizes (range: 116 to 15,634), most studies were of weaker design
(i.e., cross-sectional).

• Consistency: The independent variables and findings across studies were
inconsistent for all food outlet types, with the exception of farmers' markets; however,
only two studies evaluated the relationship between these specific food outlets and
dietary outcomes

• Impact: The magnitude of the effect as well as the clinical and public health
significance cannot be determined due to insufficient research and the use of different
measures and methodology.

• Generalizability: The findings included in the evidence portfolio are likely
generalizable to the US population of interest. The range of studies addressed urban,
rural, ethnic, racial and income diversity.

• Limitations: The methodological differences across individual studies are significant.
In addition, the myriad retail outlets that sell food vary considerably. This variability and
the paucity of data on which to compare studies made it difficult to draw conclusions.

Implications 

For people to improve their diets and health, they need to have convenient access to 
nutritious, high-quality and affordable healthy foods in environments where they live, work, 
learn and play. Limited access to affordable and healthy food is a challenge, particularly for 
families living in rural areas and low-income communities. Innovative approaches to bring 
healthy food retail into communities have proliferated, especially in underserved 
neighborhoods. These include creating financing programs to incentivize grocery store 
development; improving availability of healthy foods and beverages at corner stores and 
bodegas, farmers markets and mobile markets, community gardens and youth-focused 
gardens; creating new forms of wholesale distribution through food hubs; and improving 
transportation and public safety options. However, most of these approaches lack adequate 
evaluation. These and other promising equity-oriented efforts need to continue and be 
evaluated and then successfully scaled up to other communities. 

To ensure healthy food access to everyone in America, action is needed across all levels, 
including Federal, state and local, to create private-public partnerships and business 
models, with the highest priority on those places with greatest need. Similar efforts are 
needed to reduce access to and consumption of, calorie-dense nutrient poor foods and 
sugar-sweetened beverages in community settings. These efforts need to be seamlessly 
integrated with food assistance programs such as food banks, soup kitchens and Federal 
nutrition assistance programs such as Women, Infants and Children (WIC), Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and elder nutrition programs. 
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Research recommendations 

1. Develop more valid and reliable methods for measuring all aspects of the food
environments including the total food environment of communities. These methods can then
be used to assess the impact of the food environment on community health as well as on
economic development and growth.

Rationale: The food environment has become more complex, with more and more retail 
outlets selling food and beverages. Having valid and reliable methodologies for a variety of 
food environments and settings (tools and new analytical approaches) will allow more 
meaningful inquiry into the contributions of various settings in supporting or hindering 
nutritional health. 

2. Identify, implement, evaluate and scale up best practices (including private-public
partnerships) for affordable and sustainable solutions to improving the food environment
and increasing food access, especially in those environments of greatest need.

Rationale: The environments in which people live, work, learn and play greatly influence 
their food intake. To best guide efforts to improve the food environment, research is needed 
to identify and evaluate best practices to direct available resources to new programs and 
scale up. 

3. Identify, implement, accelerate, evaluate and scale up programs that improve access to
healthy food and that can be integrated seamlessly with federal nutrition assistance
programs such as SNAP, WIC and elder nutrition.

Rationale: Federal nutrition assistance programs reach individuals and populations with the 
greatest health disparities. Identifying and evaluating initiatives that integrate improvements 
in the food environment with federal programs will help ensure that federal nutrition 
assistance programs have as great an impact as possible. 
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Search plan and results 
Inclusion criteria 

• Human subjects 
• Subject populations from the United States 
• Anyone over the age of two years 
• Subjects who were healthy or at elevated chronic disease risk 
• Randomized controlled trials (RCT), non-randomized controlled trials, prospective 

cohort studies, cross-sectional studies 
• The intervention or exposure in the reviewed articles was food access (availability to 

food retail settings and affordability) 
• The comparator in the reviewed articles was different levels of availability and 

affordability 
• The outcome(s) was (were) dietary intake, dietary quality, dietary behaviors, dietary 

preferences or weight-related measures. 
• In addition, articles were included if they were published in English in a peer-reviewed 

journal between January 2004 and January 2014. If an author was included on more 
than one primary research article contained that is similar in content, the paper with the 
most pertinent data/endpoints was included. If data/endpoints from both papers were 
appropriate, it was made clear that results were from the same intervention. 

Exclusion criteria 

• Animals and in vitro models 
• Subject populations from countries other than the United States 
• Subjects who were hospitalized, diagnosed with disease or receiving medical treatment 
• Systematic reviews, meta-analyses, literature reviews, editorials, commentaries, 

before-and-after studies, uncontrolled studies and case-control studies. 
• Articles were excluded if they were not published in English, or were published before 

January 2004. Articles, abstracts and presentations not published in peer-reviewed 
journals (e.g., websites, magazine articles, Federal reports) also were excluded. 
Finally, if an author was included on more than one primary research article that was 
similar in content, the paper with the most pertinent data and endpoints was included 
and others were excluded.  
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Analytic framework 

Search terms and electronic databases used 
• PubMed

o Date(s) Searched: January 9, 2014
o Search Terms:

((((("food access"[tiab] OR Food/supply and distribution[Majr] OR
supermarket*[tiab] OR grocery store*[tiab] OR corner store*[tiab] OR
convenience store*[tiab] OR food supply[majr] OR food store*[tiab] OR
grocer*[tiab] OR "food retail"[tiab] OR "retail food"[ti] OR food mart*[tiab]
OR food court*[tiab] OR food outlet*[tiab] OR food environment*[tiab] OR
food desert*[tiab] OR food mirage*[tiab] OR "food insecurity"[tiab] OR
"fast-food"[tiab] OR "fast food"[tiab] OR "food security"[tiab] OR
restaurant*[tiab] OR farmers market*[tiab] OR food retailer*[tiab] OR food
market*[tiab] OR "food availability"[tiab] OR food landscape*[tiab] OR
"food affordability"[tiab] OR "grocery gap"[tiab] OR ((neighborhood[ti] OR
community[ti]) AND (grocer*[ti] OR farmers market*[tiab] OR
garden*[tiab])) OR ((fruit*[ti] OR vegetable*[ti]) AND (store*[ti] OR
grocer*[ti] OR stores[ti] OR communit*[ti] OR neighborhood*[ti] OR
neighbourhood*[ti] ))OR food access*[ti] OR food availabil*[ti] OR food
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affordab*[ti]OR (availabil*[ti] AND food[ti]) OR (accessib*[ti] AND food[ti]) 
OR (affordab*[ti] AND food[ti])))))) 
 AND 
 ((((("body size"[tiab] OR body size[mh] OR obesity[tiab] OR obese[tiab] 
OR obesity[majr] OR overweight [tiab] OR overnutrition[tiab] OR 
overnutrition[mh] OR adiposity[tiab] OR adiposity[majr] OR "body 
weight"[tiab] OR body weight[majr] OR “body-weight related”[tiab] OR 
"weight gain"[tiab] OR weight gain[mh] OR "weight loss"[tiab] OR Body 
Weights and Measures[Majr] OR overweight[tiab] OR "Body 
Composition"[majr] OR "body fat"[tiab] OR adipos*[tiab] OR weight[ti] OR 
waist[ti] OR "Anthropometry"[Mesh:noexp] OR “body mass index”[tiab] 
OR BMI[tiab] OR “weight status”[tiab] OR adipose tissue [mh] OR 
"healthy weight"[tiab] OR waist circumference[mh] OR “body fat 
mass”[tiab] OR body weight changes[majr] OR “waist 
circumference”[tiab] OR “waist gain”[tiab] OR ideal body weight[mh])  OR 
  
(nutrition[tiab] OR diet[mh] OR diet[tiab] OR dietary[tiab] OR food 
preferences[mh] OR feeding behavior[mh] OR nutrition surveys[mh] OR 
food*[tiab] OR nutritional status[mh] OR "Food and Beverages"[Mesh] 
OR "Eating"[Mesh] OR "Energy Intake"[Mesh] OR "caloric density"[tiab] 
OR "caloric intake"[tiab] OR caloric dens*[tiab] OR high calori*[tiab] OR 
energy dens*[tiab] OR beverage*[tiab] OR fruit*[tiab] OR vegetable*[tiab] 
OR food analysis[mh] OR dietary intake*[tiab] OR food intake*[tiab] OR 
food habits[mh] OR dietary habit*[tiab] OR diet habit*[tiab] OR eating 
habit*[tiab] OR nutrient intake*[tiab] OR food choice*[tiab] OR portion 
size*[tiab] OR "diet quality"[tiab] OR dietary choice*[tiab] OR dietary 
change*[tiab] OR diet records[mh] OR nutritional status[mh] OR 
nutritional sciences[mh] OR nutrition surveys[mh] OR dietary 
pattern*[tiab] OR diet pattern*[tiab] OR eating pattern*[tiab] OR food 
pattern*[tiab] OR eating habit*[tiab] OR dietary habit*[tiab] OR food 
habit*[tiab] OR dietary profile*[tiab] OR food profile*[tiab] OR diet 
profile*[tiab] OR eating profile*[tiab] OR dietary guideline*[tiab] OR 
dietary recommendation*[tiab] OR food intake pattern*[tiab] OR dietary 
intake pattern*[tiab] OR eating style*[tiab] OR (Macronutrient*[tiab] AND 
(Proportion*[tiab] OR composition[tiab] OR distribution*[tiab] OR 
percent*[tiab] OR diet composit*[tiab])) OR (dietary score* OR adequacy 
index* OR kidmed OR Food Score* OR Diet Score* OR MedDietScore 
OR Dietary Pattern Score* OR "healthy eating index") OR ((index*[ti] OR 
score*[ti] OR indexes OR scoring[ti] OR indices[ti]) AND (dietary[ti] OR 
nutrient*[ti] OR eating[tiab] OR food[ti] OR food[mh] OR diet[ti] OR 
diet[mh]) AND (pattern* OR habit* OR profile*))) 

• Cochrane 
o Date Searched: January 9, 2014 
o Search Terms: 
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'"food access*" OR supermarket* OR grocer* OR "corner store*" OR 
"convenience store*" OR "food retail*" OR "food mart*" OR "food court" 
OR "food environment" OR "food outlet*" OR "food desert*" OR "food 
insecurity" OR "food availability" OR "farmers market*" OR garden* in 
Title, Abstract, Keywords and diet* OR weight* OR bmi OR "body mass" 
OR body-mass OR adipos* OR eating OR eat OR overweight OR obesity 
OR obese in Title, Abstract, Keywords  

• Embase
o Date Searched: January 9, 2014
o Search Terms:

'food access':ab, ti OR supermarket*:ab, ti OR 'food purchase':ab, ti OR 
'food purchases':ab, ti OR grocer*:ab, ti OR 'fast food':ab, ti OR 'corner 
store':ab, ti OR 'corner stores':ab, ti OR 'convenience store':ab, ti OR 
'convenience stores':ab, ti OR 'food store':ab, ti OR 'food stores':ab, ti OR 
'food retail':ab, ti OR 'food mart':ab, ti OR 'food marts':ab, ti OR 'food 
court':ab, ti OR 'food outlet':ab, ti OR 'food outlets':ab, ti OR 'food 
environment':ab, ti OR 'food desert':ab, ti OR 'food deserts':ab, ti OR 
'food mirage':ab, ti OR 'food mirages':ab, ti OR (food* NEAR/3 
(accessibil* OR avail* OR desert OR deserts OR environment OR 
insecur*)):ti 

AND 

('body size'/de OR 'obesity'/exp OR overweight:ab, ti OR adiposity:ab, ti 
OR 'body weight'/exp OR 'weight gain'/de OR 'weight reduction':ab, ti OR 
'body composition'/exp OR 'body fat':ab, ti OR 'anthropometry'/de OR 
'body mass'/de OR bmi:ab, ti OR weight:ab, ti OR 'waist 
circumference'/de OR 'waist circumference':ab, ti OR 'waist hip ratio'/de 
OR 'body fat'/de OR 'adipose tissue'/exp ) OR 

'nutrition'/de OR nutrition:ab, ti OR 'diet'/exp OR 'diet':ab, ti OR 'dietary 
intake'/exp OR 'caloric intake':ab, ti OR 'caloric density':ab, ti OR 'dietary 
intake':ab, ti OR 'feeding behavior'/exp OR 'eating habit'/de OR 'food 
preference'/de OR 'child nutrition'/de OR 'food intake'/exp OR 'nutritional 
assessment'/de OR 'nutritional status'/de OR 'nutrition surveys':ab, ti OR 
'fruit'/exp OR 'vegetable'/exp OR 'food'/exp OR 'energy density':ab, ti OR 
'dietary quality':ab, ti OR 'eating pattern':ab, ti OR 'food pattern':ab, ti OR 
'dietary habit':ab, ti OR 'food habit':ab, ti OR 'food intake':ab, ti OR 
'portion size'/de OR 'food choice':ab, ti OR 'diet quality':ab, ti OR 'dietary 
profile':ab, ti OR 'food profile':ab, ti OR 'diet profile':ab, ti OR 'eating 
profile':ab, ti OR 'food intake pattern':ab, ti OR 'dietary intake pattern':ab, 
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ti OR 'eating style':ab, ti OR 'macronutrient':ab, ti OR 'macronutrient'/de 
OR 'dietary score':ab, ti OR kidmed:ab, ti OR 'food score':ab, ti OR 'diet 
score':ab, ti OR 'meddietscore':ab, ti OR 'dietary pattern score':ab, ti OR 
'healthy eating index':ab, ti OR (index:ab, ti OR score:ab, ti OR 
scoring:ab, ti OR indices:ab, ti AND (dietary:ab, ti OR nutrient:ab, ti OR 
eating:ab, ti OR food:ab, ti OR diet:ab, ti) AND (pattern:ab, ti OR 
habit:ab, ti OR profile:ab, ti)) 
 

Date range: January 2004 to January 2014 
Summary of articles identified to review 

• Total hits from all electronic database searches: 547 
• Total articles identified to review from electronic databases: 165  
• Articles identified via handsearch or other means: 0 
• Number of Primary Articles Identified: 40   
• Number of Review Articles Identified: 0 
• Total Number of Articles Identified: 40 
• Number of Articles Reviewed but Excluded: 125 
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See Appendix A for a full list of excluded articles with reason. 
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CHAPTER 3. FOOD ACCESS – WEIGHT STATUS 

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMMUNITY FOOD 
ACCESS IN FOOD RETAIL SETTINGS AND WEIGHT STATUS?  

TECHNICAL ABSTRACT 

Background 
The goal of this systematic review was to determine whether food access (i.e., the availability 
and affordability of foods) is associated with weight status. Food availability was measured in 
many ways for individuals, families and neighborhoods, including proximity to food outlets, 
density of food outlets, distance to the outlet closest to a residential location, mean distance 
traveled to food outlets where participants reported shopping and foods available in stores. 
Food availability was measured both objectively (e.g., food outlets per capita or within a 
certain radius of a participant’s home using geographic information systems) and subjectively 
(e.g., perceived availability of healthy vs. unhealthy food outlets and healthy foods in a store 
or neighborhood). 

Conclusion statement 
Limited but consistent evidence suggests that the relationship between access to 
convenience stores and weight status is unfavorable with closer proximity and greater access 
being associated with significantly higher body mass index (BMI) and increased odds of 
overweight and obesity. 

2015 DGAC Grade: Limited 

The body of evidence on access to other food outlets, such as supermarkets, grocery stores, 
farmers’ markets and produce stands, and weight status is limited and inconsistent.  

2015 DGAC Grade: Not assignable 

Methods 
Literature searches were conducted using PubMed, Embase and Cochrane databases to 
identify studies that evaluated the association between food access and dietary outcomes. 
Studies that met the following criteria were included in the review: Randomized controlled 
trials (RCTs), non-randomized controlled trials, prospective cohort studies, or cross-sectional 
studies; humans over the age of two years who were healthy or at elevated chronic disease 
risk; subjects from the United States (US); and published in English in peer-reviewed journals. 
The date range was January 2004 to January 2014. The intervention or exposure was food 
availability and accessibility, compared to different levels of availability and accessibility. The 
outcomes were dietary intake, quality, behaviors and preferences. 

Data from each included article was extracted and risk of bias was assessed. The evidence 
was qualitatively synthesized, a conclusion statement was developed and the strength of the 
evidence (grade) was assessed using pre-established criteria including evaluation of the 
quality and risk of bias, quantity, consistency, magnitude of effect and generalizability of 
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available evidence. 

Findings 
• This NEL systematic review included 26 articles published since January 2004 that 

examined the relationship between food access and dietary outcomes. This literature 
included 19 cross-sectional studies and seven longitudinal studies 

• The studies used multiple approaches to assess food access (i.e., the availability and 
affordability of foods) and dietary intake, quality and variety. The majority of studies 
measured food access by the density of food outlets within a specified distance from a 
participant’s residence and proximity to various food outlets. The primary weight status 
outcome of interest was BMI.  

o Although food access was assessed across geographic, ethnic, racial and income 
groups, making comparisons across studies was challenging because of the wide 
variation in methods used to determine food access. Despite this variability, the 
relationship between convenience stores and weight status was consistent across 
the evidence. 

o Seven studies found statistically significant associations between access to 
convenience stores and BMI, as well as increased odds of overweight and obesity. 
Five of these studies were completed in an adult sample; two assessed this 
relationship among children. 

o Due to the variability of studies and paucity of data, no consistent associations 
regarding dietary outcomes and access to other food outlets were evident. 

 

Limitations 
The ability to draw strong conclusions was limited by the following issues:  

• Most studies were of weaker design (i.e., cross-sectional) 
• The methodological differences across individual studies were significant 
• The myriad retail outlets that sell food vary considerably. 

 

FULL REVIEW 

Conclusion statement 
Limited but consistent evidence suggests that the relationship between access to 
convenience stores and weight status is unfavorable with closer proximity and greater access 
being associated with significantly higher BMI and increased odds of overweight and obesity.  

The body of evidence on access to other food outlets, such as supermarkets, grocery stores, 
farmers’ markets and produce stands, and weight status is limited and inconsistent.   

Grade 
Limited: Convenience stores and weight 

Not assignable: Other food outlets and weight 

Key findings 
• This systematic review includes 26 studies published between 2005 and 2013, including 19 

cross-sectional studies and seven longitudinal studies examining the relationship between 

http://www.nel.gov/


Systematic Reviews of the Food Environment and Settings Subcommittee, 2015 DGAC 

35 
Archived from www.NEL.gov on March 21, 2017  

food access and weight status 

• The studies used multiple approaches to assess food access (i.e., the availability and
affordability of foods) and measures of weight status. The majority of studies measured
food access by the density of food outlets within a specified distance from a participant’s
residence and proximity to various food outlets. The primary weight status outcome of
interest was BMI.

• Due to the wide variation in methods used to determine food access, making comparison
across studies was challenging. Despite this variability, the relationship between
convenience stores and weight status was consistent across the evidence. Seven studies
found statistically significant associations between access to convenience stores and BMI
and increased odds of overweight and obesity. Five of these studies were completed in an
adult sample; two assessed this relationship among children. Due to the variability of
studies and paucity of data, no consistent associations regarding weight status and access
to other food outlets were evident.

• The evidence base includes several studies of weaker design, mostly cross-sectional, by
independent investigators with sufficient sample sizes. The findings across studies were
inconsistent for all food types, except for convenience stores, which were evaluated in only
six studies. Although food access was assessed across geographic, ethnic, racial and
income groups, the variability in methodology made it difficult to compare studies.

Evidence summary 
Description of the Evidence 
This systematic review includes 26 studies conducted in the United States, including 19 
cross-sectional studies that assessed food access by the presence of food outlets (Moreland, 
2006), distance to food outlets (Block, 2011; Carroll-Scott, 2013; Drewnowski, 2012; 
Fiechtner, 2013; Jilcott Pitts, 2013; Liu, 2007), number of food outlets per neighborhood or 
census tract, number of residents or road miles (Ahern, 2011; An, 2012; Bodor, 2012; Brown, 
2008; Ford, 2010; Galvez, 2009; Gibson, 2011; Lee, 2012; Leung, 2011; Moreland, 2009; 
Rossen, 2013; Rundle, 2009; Salios, 2012; Shier, 2012; Stark, 2013; Sturm, 2005; Viola, 
2013) or both distance and density (Laska, 2010; Wang, 2007). Some of these studies 
(Drewnowski, 2012; Rossen, 2013; Sturm, 2005) examined additional measures of food 
access including the availability, affordability and quality of foods within various food outlets 
and percent of households with no car living more than one mile from a grocery store (Ahern, 
2011). 

Most of the included studies had relatively low risk of bias ratings (scores ranged from zero to 
eight points out of 26 or 28). 

The sample size of these studies ranged from 237 to 48,014 participants; six studies had 100 
to 500 (Fiechtner, 2013; Galvez, 2009; Jillcott Pitts, 2013; Laska, 2010; Leung, 2011; Rossen, 
2013), eight studies had 1,000 to 5,000 (Ahern, 2011; Block, 2011; Bodor, 2012; Brown, 
2008; Carroll-Scott, 2013; Drewnowski, 2012; Morland, 2009; Salios, 2012), six studies had 
5,000 to 10,000 (Gibson, 2011; Lee, 2012; Liu, 2007; Shier, 2012; Sturm, 2005; Wang, 2007), 
three studies had 10,000 to 15,000 (An, 2012; Morland, 2006; Rundle, 2009) and three 
studies had more than 20,000 (Ford, 2010; Stark, 2013; Viola, 2013). 

Population 

Most studies examined food access and weight status in a general population of adults 
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(Ahern, 2011; Block, 2011; Bodor, 2012; Brown, 2008; Drewnowski, 2012; Morland 2006; 
Morland, 2009; Rundle, 2009; Salois, 2012; Stark, 2013; Viola, 2013; Wang 2007); two 
focused on women (Jillcott Pitts, 2013; Ford, 2010). Eleven studies focused solely on children 
and adolescents (An, 2012; Carroll-Scott, 2013; Fiechtner, 2013; Galvez, 2009; Laska, 2012; 
Lee, 2012; Leung, 2011; Liu, 2007; Rossen, 2013; Shier, 2012; Sturm, 2005), one of which 
only evaluated girls (Leung, 2011). One study assessed adolescents and young adults at 
baseline and completed follow up during middle age (Gibson, 2011). Where reported, mean 
age of participants ranged from 4.9 years to 63.0 years; multiple studies did not specify an 
upper cutoff for age. 
 
Information related to socioeconomic status (SES) was reported in 25 studies and indicators 
included household demographics (household income, federal poverty level) and individual 
characteristics (educational achievement, free or reduced lunch eligibility, income level, 
vehicle ownership). Race was reported in 24 studies, with the racial profiles of the samples 
varying greatly (refer to the Overview Table for study-specific details). 
 
Exposures 
 
Food availability was measured in many ways for individuals, families and neighborhoods, 
including proximity to food outlets [total and by type (supercenters, supermarkets, large chain 
grocery stores, medium-sized grocery stores, small or specialty grocery stores, convenience 
stores, candy stores, bakeries, farmers’ markets and produce stands)]; density of food outlets 
(total and by type); distance to the outlet closest to a residential location; and foods available 
in stores. Within each of these exposures, the measurement of food availability varied as well. 
Some studies objectively measured the availability of food outlets per capita or within a 
certain radius of a participant’s home using geographic information systems. Foods available 
in stores were determined by the Nutrition Environment Measures-Survey. Food outlets were 
identified through various methods, including the U.S. Census Bureau, the Dun and 
Bradstreet commercial dataset of US business records, city/county/state health/agriculture 
department records and the USDA’s Food Environment Atlas. When the categorization of 
food outlets was described, Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes or the North 
American Industry Classification System codes, which replaced SIC codes in 1997, were 
used. 
 
Food affordability was measured by market basket price and various price indexes by foods 
or food groups. The exposure variables for both food availability and affordability were 
assessed as continuous and categorical variables in the statistical analyses. 
 
Outcomes 
 
Weight status outcomes included self-reported height and weight, measured height and 
weight, measured waist circumference and USDA ERS Food Environment Atlas data 
regarding adult obesity rates per 100 people in a county. Body mass index (BMI) was 
calculated. BMI percentile and BMI Z-scores were determined using age-specific and gender-
specific Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) growth charts for children.  

Evidence Synthesis 
This body of evidence includes 26 studies with significant methodological differences (refer to 
the Overview Table for study-specific details). Geography (i.e., rural, urban, suburban) and 
demographics (i.e., ethnicity, income, age, gender) vary greatly; as well as most findings. 
  
Two studies showed favorable or healthy outcomes related to access to farmer’s markets and 
weight status; one study showed unfavorable weight outcomes related to access to farmer’s 
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markets and two studies did not find a relationship between access to farmers’ markets and 
weight outcomes. Six studies showed unfavorable outcomes regarding weight outcomes and 
access to grocery stores; one study showed favorable outcomes and seven studies did not 
find a relationship between access to grocery stores and weight outcomes. Six studies 
showed favorable outcomes with weight outcomes and access to supermarkets, five studies 
showed unfavorable outcomes and seven studies did not find a relationship between access 
to supermarkets and weight outcomes. 

Due to the variability of studies and paucity of data, making comparisons across studies and 
drawing conclusions was difficult. In summary, there was limited but consistent unfavorable 
associations between access to convenience stores and weight status, with closer proximity 
and greater access being associated with significantly higher BMI and increased odds of 
overweight and obesity. Furthermore, there were no consistent findings regarding the impact 
of access to other food outlets and weight status.  

Overview Table: Summary of studies examining the relationship between food access and 
weight status 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

Longitudinal Studies 

Block, 2011 

Prospective longitudinal 
cohort study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=3,113 

50.8y 

Women provided 52.5% of the observations 

Race N: Not reported 

Education: ~50% high school or less 

1) Distance to nearest
food store 

2) Mean distance to
the 5 closest food 
stores 

Change in BMI 

Distance to closest food establishment: Non-significant 
(NS) 

Mean distance to closest 5 food establishments: 

 Total sample: NS

 Women: β=-0.11 (95% CI: -0.21, -0.01)

 Men: NS

Gibson, 2011 

Prospective longitudinal 
cohort study 

US 

Risk of bias: 8/26 

N=8,287 

33-48y (at follow-up) 

49.5% female 

Race: Not reported 

SES: Not reported 

Density per square 
mile for supermarkets, 
small grocery store, or 
convenience and 
specialty store 

Cross-sectional probability of obesity 

Small grocery store density: β=0.0022 (SE=0.0013; 
P=0.05) 
Supermarket density: NS 
Convenience/specialty store density: NS 

Prospective change in BMI: NS 

Lee, 2012 

Prospective longitudinal 
cohort study 

US 

Risk of bias: 3/26 

N=7,730 

6.2y (SD=0.36) 

50.0% female 

Non-Hispanic White 62.5%, Non-Hispanic 
Black 9.7%, Hispanic 17.8%, Asian 6.0%, 
Other/multi-racial 4.0% 

Grocery 
store/restaurant 
density by type 

Change in BMI percentile: NS (for any food outlet type) 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

Maternal education: Less than high school 
(11.3%), high school/GED (27.8%), some 
college (32.1%), Bachelor’s degree or 
higher (28.8%) 

Household income: <$50,000 (54.5%); 
$50,000-$100,000 (35.8%), >$100,000 
(9.7%) 

Leung, 2011 

Prospective longitudinal 
cohort study 

US 

Risk of bias: 4/26 

N=353 

7.4y (S=0.4) 

100.0% female 

White 47.6%, African American 13.3%, 
Latino 21.5%, Asian/Mixed/Other 17.6% 

Caregiver's education: Less than high 
school (16.7%), college or associate degree 
(27.8%), Bachelor's degree (31.7%), any 
graduate school (22.7%), missing (1.1%) 

Household income: <$100,000 (52.7%), 
≥$100,000 (46.2%), missing (1.1%) 

Food stores within 
0.25 miles and 1.0 
mile  

Risk of overweight/obesity 

Food store density within 0.25 miles: 

 Convenience stores: OR=3.38 (95% CI: 1.07, 10.68;
P<0.05)

 Other store types: Drug stores, Produce
vendors/farmers' markets, Small grocery stores,
Specialty stores, Specific food store venues, or
Supermarkets: NS

Food store density within 1 mile: 

 Produce vendors/farmers' markets: OR=0.22 (95% CI:
0.05, 1.06;  P<0.01)

 Other store types: Convenience stores, Drug stores,
Small grocery stores, Specialty stores, Specific food
store venues, Supercenters, Supermarkets: NS

BMI z-score 

Food store density within 0.25 miles: 



Question:  What is the relationship between neighborhood and community food access in food retail settings and weight 
status? 

Overview Table: Summary of studies examining the relationship between food access and weight status 

Archived from www.NEL.gov on March 21, 2017 40

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

 Convenience stores: β=0.13 (95% CI: 0.00, 0.25;
P<0.05)

 Drug stores: β=0.21 (95% CI: 0.00, 0.43; P < 0.01)

 Other store types: Small grocery stores, Produce
vendors/farmers' markets, Specialty stores, Specific
food store venues, and Supermarkets: NS

Food store density within 1 mile: NS (for all store types) 

Rossen, 2013 

Prospective longitudinal 
cohort study 

US 

Risk of bias: 3/26 

N=237 

9.6y (SD=1.03), 8-13y 

53.6% female 

Black 86.83%, Other 13.17% 

Free/reduced price lunch: 85.44% 

Mean Healthy Food 
Availability Index 
(HFAI) scores at food 
outlets within defined 
distance (100, 400, 
800m) of school route 

HFAI assessed by 
modified NEMS 

BMI change 

HFAI: β=-0.15 (95% CI: -0.26, -0.03; P for trend=0.015). 

Waist circumference change 

HFAI: β=-0.47 (95% CI: -0.91, -0.03, P for trend=0.037) 

Shier, 2012 

Prospective longitudinal 
cohort study 

US 

Risk of bias: 4/26 

N=6,260 

14.25y (SD=2.36) (at follow-up) 

50.0% female 

Non-Hispanic White 60.2%, Non-Hispanic 
Black 15.1%, Non-Hispanic Asian 2.9%, 
Hispanic 17.8%, Other 3.9% 

Mother’s education: Less than high school 
(9.8%), high school graduate (22.4%), some 
college (36.6%), college graduate or higher 
(31.2%) 

1) Food outlet density

2) Food environment
indices [Retail Food 
Environment Index 
(RFEI); Physical Food 
Environment Index 
(PFEI)] 

3) Types of food
stores 

BMI percentile in 8th grade 

Convenience store density: β=6.99 (SE=1.88; P<0.01) 

All other: Food outlets, RFEI, PFEI, Ratio of convenience 
stores to all food stores, and Ratio of fast food outlets to all 
restaurants: NS 

Change in BMI percentile (5TH to 8TH grade) 

All variables: NS 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

Household income: $0-$25,000 (18.3%), 
$25,001-$40,000 (17.8%), $40,001-$75,000 
(26.6%), $75,001-$100,000 (17.4%), 
≥$100,001 (19.9%) 

Sturm, 2005 

Prospective longitudinal 
cohort study 

US 

Risk of bias: 3/26 

N=6,916 

6.2y (SD=0.36) 

50.0% female 

White 59.3%, Black 12.8%, Hispanic 18.4%, 
Asian 5.8%, Other/multi-racial 3.7% 

Maternal education: Less than high school 
(11.3%), high school/GED (33.3%), some 
college (26.9%), Bachelor’s degree or 
higher (28.5%) 

Household income: Less than $15,000 
(11.9%), $15,000-$25,000 (11.4%), 
$25,000-$35,000 (11.4%), $35,000-$50,000 
(15.1%), $50,000-$75,000 (22.6%), $75,000 
or more (27.6%) 

1) Food
store/restaurant 
density  

2) Food cost in
Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (MSA)  

Change in BMI percentile from kindergarten to first 
grade or third grade 

Food outlet density: NS (for total outlets of by type) 

Fruit/vegetable cost in MSA: 

Kindergarten to 1st grade: β=0.054 (SE=0.022; P=0.016) 
Kindergarten to 3rd grade: β=0.114 (SE=0.033; P<0.001) 

Meat cost in MSA: NS 

Cross-sectional 
Studies 
Ahern, 2011 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

N=3,128 

>20y 

50.2% female 

1) Grocery store
density 

2) Convenience store
density 

Obesity rate 

Grocery density: 

 Full sample: β=0.62 (SE=0.20; P<0.01)
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

Risk of bias: 6/26 Non-Hispanic Black 9.0%, Native American 
1.9%, Hispanic 6.5%, Asian American 
0.9%, Non-Hispanic White 81.1% 

Education: Less than high school (22.6%), 
with college education (16.5%) 

3) Per capita direct
sales from local farms 

4) Percent of
households with no 
car living more than 1 
mile from a grocery 
store 

 Non-metro subsample: β=0.53 (SE=0.21; P<0.05)

 Metro subsample: NS

Convenience density: β=0.30 (SE=0.14; P<0.05) 

 Full sample: β=0.30 (SE=0.14; P<0.05)

 Non-metro subsample: NS

 Metro subsample: β=0.85 (SE=0.43; P<0.05)

Direct farm sales per capita: 

 Full sample: β=-0.01 (SE=0.003; P<0.01)

 Non-metro subsample: β=-0.01 (SE=0.004; P<0.05)

 Metro subsample: NS

Percent households with no car living more than 1 mile 
from a grocery store:  

 Full sample: NS

 Non-metro subsample: β -0.05 (SE=0.03; P<0.05)

 Metro subsample: β=0.15 (SE=0.05; P<0.01)

An, 2012 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 2/26 

N=13,462 

8.3y (SD=2.0); 5-11y (Children); 14.5y 
(SD=1.7); 12-17y (Adolescents) 

49.0% female 

Children: White (46.0%), Black (8.0%), 
Asian or Pacific Islander (11.0%), Native-
American (1.0%), Other or Multi-race 

1) Convenience store
density 

2) Food store types
within a 0.1-mile, 0.5-
mile, 1.0-mile and 1.5-
mile radius  

BMI 

Children: All store type density and ranges: NS 

Adolescents: 

 Mid-size grocery stores within 0.5 miles: β=-0.0164
(SE=0.0170; P<0.05)

 Large supermarkets within 1.0 mile: β=0.0094
(SE=0.0040; P<0.05)
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

(6.0%), Hispanic (27%) 

Adolescents: White (39.0%), Black (8.0%), 
Asian or Pacific Islander (11.0%), Native-
American (1.0%), Other or Multi-race 
(10.0%), Hispanic (31%) 

Parent's education 

Children: Less than high school (12.0%), 
high school graduate (23.0%), more than 
high school (51%); Adolescents: Less than 
high school (21.0%), high school graduate 
(21.0%), more than high school (46%) 

Mean household income 

Children: $51,534; Adolescents: $46,166 

 All other store types/ranges: NS

Bodor, 2010 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 4/26 

N=3,925 

8-50y (52.6%), >50y (47.4%) 

66% female 

Non-Hispanic White 35.5%, Non-Hispanic 
Black 57.9%, Hispanic/Latino 3.0%, Other 
3.6% 

Education: Less than high school (11.5%), 
high school graduate (26.2%), attend some 
college (24.4%), college graduate or higher 
(37.9%) 

1) Food retailer type
stores 

2) Food retailer
density 

Obesity risk 

Supermarket density: OR=0.936 (95% CI: 0.882, 0.994; 
P<0.05) 

Convenience store density: OR=1.013 (95% CI: 1.001, 
1.024; P < 0.05) 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

Poverty index ratio: Below 1.00 (18.7%), 
1.00-1.85 (21.7%), >1.85 (59.6%) 

Brown, 2008 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 6/26 

N=2,536 

~40y (SD~14y) 

59.2% female 

Very Deprived Group: Non-Hispanic White 
(9.0%), Hispanic/Latino (77.2%), Non-
Hispanic Black (11.9%), Asian or Pacific 
Islander (2.0%) 

Deprived Group: Non-Hispanic White 
(29.7%), Hispanic/Latino (50.6%), Non-
Hispanic Black (6.8%), Asian or Pacific 
Islander (12.9%) 

Non-Deprived Group: Non-Hispanic White 
(66.5%), Hispanic/Latino (15.2%), Non-
Hispanic Black (5.7%), Asian or Pacific 
Islander (12.6%) 

Education 

Very Deprived: High school graduate 
(42.8%), college graduate (4.6%); Deprived: 
high school graduate (57.1%), college 
graduate (16.3%); Non-Deprived: High 
school graduate (44.3%), college graduate 
(49.4%) 

Food store density BMI 

With chronic condition subsample: Large supermarket 
density: β=2.91 (95% CI: 1.28, 4.53, P≤0.001) 

All other subsamples and food store types: NS 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

Income 

Very Deprived: <$40,000 (63.9%), >$40,000 
(12.8%); Deprived: <$40,000 (70.1%), 
>$40,000 (29.9%); Non-Deprived: <$40,000 
(48.0%), >$40,000 (52.0%) 

Carroll-Scott, 2013 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

0/26 

N=719 

10.9y (SD=0.8) 

52.4% female 

White 10.5%, Black 40.7%, Latino 48.9% 

Free/reduced lunch eligibility: Eligible 
(76.9%), not eligible (12.0%) 

Food secure (self-report): Yes (76.7%), no 
(10.5%) 

Distance to food outlet BMI 

Nearest grocery store >0.5mi: β=1.484 (SE=0.493; 
P<0.01) 

Drewnowski, 2012 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

6/26 

N=1,304 

18-54y (50%), >54y (50%) 

63% female 

White 84%, Black 7%, Asian 7% 

Education: Less than high school (19%), 
some college (26%), college graduate or 
more (55%) 

1) Distance to nearest
supermarket 

2) Average market
basket price at primary 
supermarket 

Odds of obesity 

Distance to primary supermarket: NS 

High-price supermarket (ref: low-price supermarket): 
RR=0.36 (95% CI: 0.20, 0.67; P=0.001) 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

Household income: >$100,000 (26%) 

Fiechtner, 2013 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=438 

4.9y (SD=1.2) 

48.2% female 

White 57.1%, Black 18.7%, Latino 16.4%, 
Other 7.8% 

Parent education: Some college or below 
(38.1%), college graduate (61.9%) 

Annual household income: ≤$50,001 
(71.8%) 

Proximity to type of 
food outlet 

BMI 

Large supermarkets ≤1 mile (ref: >2mi): OR=0.77 (95% 

CI: 0.03, 1.51; P<0.05) 

Proximity to all other food outlets: NS 

Ford, 2010 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 3/26 

N=21,166 

24.8y (SD=5.07) 
100% female 

White 85.0%, Black 11.8%, Other 4.2% 

Ethnicity: Non-Hispanic (72.0%), Hispanic 
(28.0%) 

Education: 11.46 y (SD=2.67) 

Monthly household income: $1,328 
(SD=$1,611) 

Density of food stores 
within a 1-, 3-, and 5-
mile radius  

Obesity risk 

Supermarkets within 1 mile: 

 Micropolitan: OR=1.07 (95% CI: 1.01, 1.14; P<0.01)

 Metropolitan or Rural subsamples: NS

Supermarkets within 3 miles: 

 Micropolitan or Rural subsamples: NS

 Metropolitan: OR=0.99 (95% CI: 0.97, -0.99; P<0.05)

Supermarkets within 5 miles: 

 Micropolitan or Rural subsamples: NS
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

 Metropolitan: OR=0.99 (95% CI: 0.99, 0.99; P<0.05)

Grocery within 1 mile: 

 Micropolitan: OR=1.05 (95% CI: 1.01, 1.09; P<0.05)

 Metropolitan or Rural subsamples: NS

Grocery within 3 miles: Metropolitan, Micropolitan, or 
Rural subsample: NS 

Grocery within 5 miles: Metropolitan, Micropolitan, or 
Rural subsamples: NS 

Convenience within 1 mile: 

 Micropolitan: OR=1.03 (95% CI: 1.01, 1.05; P<0.05)

 Metropolitan or Rural subsamples: NS

Convenience within 3 or 5 miles: Metropolitan, 
Micropolitan, or Rural subsample: NS 

Galvez, 2009 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=323 

6-8y 

71% female 

Hispanic/Latino 67.0%, Non-Hispanic Black 
3.0% 

Income: <$12,000 (20.0%), $12,000-
$24,999 (40.0%), $25,000-$49,999 (31.0%), 

Food store density Risk of BMI in highest tertile 

Convenience stores ≥1 (Ref: 0): OR=1.90 (95% CI: 1.15, 
3.15; P=0.01) 

Other food store types: Specialty stores, grocery stores, 
supermarkets: NS 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

$50,000-$74,999 (5.0%), $75,000-$99,999 
(3.0%), >$100,000 (1.0%) 

Jillcott Pitts, 2013 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 2/26 

N=400 

26.3y (SD=6.3) 

100% female 

Black (63.8%) 

Education: 43.6% below high-school 
graduate 

Income: 100% low-income 

Car owners: 68% 

1) Distance to nearest
food outlet 

2) Space and time
accessibility to farmers 
markets  

No associations with weight outcomes 

Laska, 2010 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 1/26 

N=334 (residential-level GIS-derived 
independent variables); 277 (school-level 
GIS-derived independent variables) 

15.4y (SD=1.7) 

50.9% female 

Caucasian 93.4% 

Parental education: 64.4% college 
education 

Median household income: $76,790 

Food outlet proximity BMI z-score 

Convenience stores within 1,600m: β=0.26 (95% CI: 
0.05, 0.48; P<0.01) 

Other variables: Distance to nearest food outlet (per 
100m), presence within 800m, or presence within 3,000m: 
NS 

Percent body fat 

Convenience stores within 1,600m: β=2.17 (95% CI: 
0.44, 3.91; P<0.01) 

Other variables: Distance to nearest food outlet (per 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 
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Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

100m), presence within 800m, presence within 3000m: NS 

Liu, 2007 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 3/26 

N=7334 

8.1y (SD=3.8) 

48.9% female 

Higher population townships: Non-
Hispanic White (22.8%), Non-Hispanic 
Black (60.7%), Hispanic (14.9%), Other 
(1.7%) 

Lower population townships: Non- 
Hispanic White (21.1%), Non-Hispanic 
Black (45.1%), Hispanic (28.2%), Other 
(5.7%) 

Mean family income 

Higher population townships: $40,200 
(SD=$10,029); Lower population townships: 
$52,700 (SD=$8,550) 

Nearest food outlet Overweight risk 

Distance to nearest supermarket: 

 Low population township subsample: Odds=1.038
(SE=0.019, P=0.03)

 High population township subsample: NS

All other food outlet types and township types: NS 

Morland, 2006 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 3/26 

N=10,763 

49-73y 

56% female 

White 77%, Black American 23% 

Education: Less than high school graduate 

1) Food outlet density
by type 

2) Food access
environment 

Prevalence of overweight 

Supermarket density: PR=0.94 (95% CI: 0.90, 0.98) 

Convenience store density: PR=1.06 (95% CI: 1.02, 
1.10) 

Grocery store density: NS 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

(20.9%), high school graduate (31.9%), 
some college (10.4%), advanced degree 
(36.8%) 

Income: ≥$40,000 (25.4%) 

Food outlet access environment (ref: only has access 
to supermarket) 

 Grocery store access: PR=1.14 (95% CI: 1.01, 1.27)

 Convenience store access: PR=1.12 (95% CI: 1.02,
1.23) 

 Grocery store and convenience store access: PR=1.18
(95% CI: 1.08, 1.30) 

 Other access types: Supermarkets and grocery stores,
Supermarkets and convenience stores, Supermarkets, 
grocery stores and convenience stores, or No stores: 
NS 

Prevalence of obesity 

Supermarket density: PR=0.83 (95% CI: 0.75, 0.92) 

Convenience store density: PR=1.16 (95% CI: 1.05, 
1.27) 

Grocery store density: NS 

Food outlet access environment (ref: only has access to 
supermarket): 

 Supermarket and convenience stores: PR=1.35 (95%
CI: 1.05, 1.3)

 Grocery stores: PR=1.48 (95% CI: 1.12, 1.94)

 Convenience stores: PR=1.45 (95% CI: 1.16, 1.82)

 Grocery stores and convenience stores: PR=1.60 (95%
CI: 1.28, 2.00)
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

 Other access types: Supermarkets and grocery stores,
Supermarkets, grocery stores and convenience stores,
or No stores: NS

Morland, 2009 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 3/26 

N=1,295 

48y (SD=17) 

64.7% female 

White 61.5%, Black 38.5% 

Education: Less than high school (8.7%), 
high school grad/GED (23.5%), some tech 
school/college (25.5%), college graduated 
(42.3%) 

1) Food
outlet/restaurant 
presence in an area 

2) Nearest food
outlet/restaurant 

Prevalence of obesity 

Chain supermarket presence: PR=0.78 (95% CI: 
0.63,0.95) 

Grocery Store presence: PR=1.31 (95% CI: 1.05, 1.62) 

Other variables: Convenience store, Convenience store 
with gas station, Specialty food stores, Unknown sore, 
Distance to nearest supermarket, or Distance to nearest 
fast food: NS 

Rundle, 2009 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 2/26 

N=13,102 

46.2y (SD=10.6) 

64% female 

Caucasian 47%, African American 14%, 
Caribbean 5%, Hispanic/Latino 20%, Asian 
12%, Other 2% 

Education: Some high school or less 
(13%), high school graduate (22%), 
vocational school (2%), some college 
(21%), college graduate (24%), graduate 
school (18%) 

Food 
outlet/restaurant 
density by type 

“BMI-healthy”: 
Supermarkets/large 
grocery stores, fruit 
and vegetable markets 
and natural food 
stores 

“BMI-intermediate”: 
Non-fast food 
restaurants, medium-
sized grocery stores, 
specialty stores and 

BMI 

Food outlet density: 

 BMI-healthy density: Quintile 5 mean BMI=27.26 vs.
Quintile 1 mean BMI=28.06; P=0.003

 BMI-intermediate density: Q5 vs. Q1=NS

 BMI-unhealthy density: Q5 vs. Q1=NS

Prevalence of overweight: Density of BMI-healthy outlets 
(ref: Quintile 1+2): Quintile 5: NS 

Prevalence of overweight: Density of BMI-healthy outlets 
(ref: Quintile 1+2): Quintile 5: PR=0.87 (96% CI: 0.78, 0.97, 
P<0.05) 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

fish markets 

“BMI-unhealthy”: Fast-
food restaurants, 
convenience stores, 
meat markets, 
pizzerias, bodegas, 
bakeries, candy stores 
and nut stores  

Salois, 2012 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 3/26 

N=3,051 

>20y 

Gender NR 

White 79.5%, Black 9.0%, Asian 0.98% 

Median household income of counties: 
$44,034 (SD=$11,376) 

Mean poverty rate for counties: 15.3% 

Percent residents without a car and >1mi 
to store: 4% 

Percent low income and >1mi to store: 
22.8% 

1) Grocery store
density 

2) Percent of farms
with direct-sales to 
consumers 

3) Value of direct farm
sales per capita 

4) Farmers market
density 

Obesity risk 

Percent low income and >1mi to store: β=0.027 
(P<0.01) 

Supercenters/club stores density: β=8.737 (P<0.01) 

Percent of farms with direct sales: β=-0.032 (P<0.01) 

Direct farm sales per capita (dollars): β=-0.011 (P<0.01) 

Other variables: Percent of households no car and >1mi 
to store, supermarket/grocery store density, convenience 
stores (no gas) density, convenience stores (with gas) 
density, farmers market density: NS 

Stark, 2013 

Cross-sectional study 

N=44,282 

18-24y (8.5%), 25-44y (40.2%), 45-64y 
(32.5%), ≥65y (18.8%) 

1) Food outlet density

2) Diversity of food
outlets 

BMI 

Proportion of BMI-unhealthy food outlets: 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 
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Risk of Bias* 
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Race/Ethnicity 
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Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

US 

Risk of bias: 3/26 
58.45% female 

Non-Hispanic White 40.8%, Non-Hispanic 
Black 24.9%, Non-Hispanic Asian 6.9%, 
Hispanic/Latino 24.7%, Other 2.8% 

Education: Less than high school (16.0%), 
high school graduate (25.2%), some college 
(22.3%), college graduates (36.5%) 

Income to poverty ratio: >600 (21.4%) 

3) The proportion of
food outlets classified 
as “BMI-unhealthy”*; 
“BMI-intermediate”*; 
“BMI-healthy”* 

* see Rundle, 2009

 Total sample: β=0.261 (95% CI: 0.093,0.429; P<0.01)

 Low-percent poor zip code subsample: β=0.507 (95%
CI: 0.284, 0.731; P<0.001)

 High-percent poor zip code subsample: NS

Food store density: 

 Total sample: β=-0.324 (95% CI: -0.446, -0.202;
P<0.001)

 Low-percent poor zip code subsample: β=-0.273 (95%
CI: -0.444, -0.102; P<0.01)

 High-percent poor zip code subsample: β=-0.305 (95%
CI: -0.496, -0.113; P<0.01)

Food outlet diversity: 

 Total sample: NS

 Low-percent poor zip code subsample: NS

 High-percent poor zip code subsample: NS

Viola, 2013 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 2/26 

N=48,014 

>18y 

53% female 

Non-Hispanic White 38%, Non-Hispanic 
Black 24%, Hispanic 25%, Non-Hispanic 
Other 14% 

Income: Or=200% federal poverty limit 
(63%) 

Supermarket and fast-
food density 

Overweight risk 

Total supermarkets: β=-0.09 (95% CI: -0.12, -0.03) 

Obesity risk 

Total supermarkets: β=-0.11 (95% CI: -0.17, -0.03) 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 
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Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Food Access 
Variables 

Results 

Education: Less than or equal to high 
school diploma or GED (52%), some 
college or beyond (48%) 

Wang, 2007 

Cross-sectional study 

US 

Risk of bias: 2/26 

N=7,595 

~44.8y (SD~14.2) 

55% female 

High SES Neighborhood: Non-Hispanic 
white (95.6%), Hispanic (4.4%) 

Middle SES Neighborhood: Non-Hispanic 
white (89.3%), Hispanic (10.7%) 

Low SES Neighborhood: Non-Hispanic 
white (65.8%), Hispanic (34.2%) 

Mean education (years): High SES (14.4), 
Middle SES (13.3), Low SES (10.3) 

Mean income: High SES >$50,000 
(17.7%), Middle SES >$50,000 (8.5%), Low 
SES >$50,000 (4.9%) 

1) Nearest food store

2) Food store density

3) Food store type

BMI, low SES neighborhoods (ref: High SES): 

 Convenience store proximity: β=0.684 (SE=0.197;
P<0.01)

 Convenience store density: β=0.624 (SE=0.198;
P<0.05)

 Small grocery store proximity: β=0.706 (SE=0.204;
P<0.01)

 Small grocery store density: β=0.574 (SE=0.206;
P<0.05)

 Ethnic market proximity: β=0.639 (SE=0.196; P<0.05)

 Ethnic market density: β=0.631 (SE=0.200; P<0.05)

 Supermarket proximity: β=0.621 (SE=0.196; P<0.05)

 Supermarket density: β=0.619 (SE=0.199; P<0.05)

BMI, middle SES neighborhoods (ref: High SES): All 
store type, density, and proximity variables: NS  

*Risk of bias as determined using the Nutrition Evidence Library Bias Assessment Tool (NEL BAT)
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Assessment of the Body of Evidence 
• Quality, Quantity and Risk of Bias: Collectively, the evidence base includes several studies

by independent investigators; however, there is limited evidence for some food outlet types
(e.g., five studies evaluated farmer’s markets) yet moderate evidence for others (e.g., 14
studies evaluated grocery stores and 18 studies assessed supermarkets). Despite a low
risk of bias for most studies [as assessed by the NEL Bias Assessment Tool (BAT)] and
sufficient sample sizes (range of 237 to 48,014), most studies were of weaker design (i.e.,
cross-sectional).

• Consistency: The independent variables and findings across studies were inconsistent for
all food outlet types with the exception of convenience stores; however, only six studies
evaluated the relationship between these specific food outlets and outcomes related to
weight status

• Impact: The magnitude of the effect, as well as the clinical and public health significance
cannot be determined due to different measures and methodology

• Generalizability: The findings included in the evidence portfolio are likely generalizable to
the US population of interest. The range of studies addressed urban, rural, ethnic, racial
and income diversity

• Limitations: The methodological differences across individual studies are significant. In
addition, the myriad retail outlets that sell food vary considerably. This variability and the
paucity of data on which to compare studies, made it difficult to draw conclusions.

Implications 

For people to improve their diets and health, they need to have convenient access to 
nutritious, high quality and affordable healthy foods in environments where they live, work, 
learn and play. Limited access to affordable and healthy food is a challenge, particularly for 
families living in rural areas and low-income communities. Innovative approaches to bring 
healthy food retail into communities have proliferated, especially in underserved 
neighborhoods. These include creating financing programs to incentivize grocery store 
development; improving availability of healthy food at corner stores and bodegas, farmers 
markets and mobile markets, community gardens and youth-focused gardens; creating new 
forms of wholesale distribution through food hubs; and improving transportation and public 
safety options. However, most of these approaches lack adequate evaluation. These and 
other promising equity-oriented efforts need to continue and be evaluated and then 
successfully scaled up to other communities. 

To ensure healthy food access to everyone in America, action is needed across all levels—
federal, state and local—to create private-public partnerships and business models, with the 
highest priority on those places with greatest need. Similar efforts are needed to reduce 
access to and consumption of calorie-dense, nutrient-poor foods and sugar-sweetened 
beverages in community settings. These efforts need to be seamlessly integrated with food 
assistance programs such as food banks, soup kitchens and federal nutrition assistance 
programs such as Women, Infants and Children (WIC) and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), as well as elder nutrition. 

Research recommendations 
1. Develop better valid and reliable methods for measuring the total food environment of

communities. These methods can then be used to assess the impact of the food
environment on community health as well as economic development and growth.
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Rationale: The food environment has become more complex with more and more retail 
outlets selling food and beverages. Having valid and reliable methodologies (tools and new 
analytical approaches) will allow more meaningful inquiry into the contributions of various 
retail outlets in supporting or hindering nutritional health. 

2. Identify, implement, evaluate and scale up best practices (including private-public
partnerships) for affordable and sustainable solutions to improving the food environment
and increasing food access, especially in those environments of greatest need

Rationale: The environments that people live, work, learn and play in greatly influence their
food intake. In order to best guide efforts to improve the food environment research will be
needed to identify and evaluate best practices in order to direct available resources to scale
up.

3. Identify, implement, accelerate and evaluate and scale up healthy food access programs
that integrate seamlessly with federal nutrition assistance programs such as Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Women, Infants and Children (WIC), as well as elder
nutrition.

Rationale: Federal nutrition assistance programs reach individuals and populations with the
greatest health disparities. Identifying and evaluating initiatives that integrate improvements
in the food environment with federal programs will help insure that our federal nutrition
assistance programs are as impactful as possible.

Search plan and results 
Inclusion criteria 

• Human subjects
• Subject populations from the United States
• Anyone over the age of two years
• Subjects who were healthy or at elevated chronic disease risk
• Randomized controlled trials (RCT), non-randomized controlled trials, prospective

cohort studies, cross-sectional studies
• The intervention or exposure in the reviewed articles was food access (availability to

food retail settings and affordability)
• The comparator in the reviewed articles was different levels of availability and

affordability
• The outcome(s) was (were) dietary intake, dietary quality, dietary behaviors, dietary

preferences or weight-related measures.
• In addition, articles were included if they were published in English in a peer-reviewed

journal between January 2004 and January 2014. If an author was included on more
than one primary research article contained that is similar in content, the paper with the
most pertinent data/endpoints was included. If data/endpoints from both papers were
appropriate, it was made clear that results were from the same intervention.

Exclusion criteria 

• Animals and in vitro models
• Subject populations from countries other than the United States
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• Subjects who were hospitalized, diagnosed with disease or receiving medical treatment 
• Systematic reviews, meta-analyses, literature reviews, editorials, commentaries, 

before-and-after studies, uncontrolled studies and case-control studies. 
• Articles were excluded if they were not published in English, or were published before 

January 2004. Articles, abstracts and presentations not published in peer-reviewed 
journals (e.g., websites, magazine articles, Federal reports) also were excluded. 
Finally, if an author was included on more than one primary research article that was 
similar in content, the paper with the most pertinent data and endpoints was included 
and others were excluded.  
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Analytic framework 

Search terms and electronic databases used 
• PubMed

o Date(s) Searched: January 9, 2014
o Search Terms:

((((("food access"[tiab] OR Food/supply and distribution[Majr] OR
supermarket*[tiab] OR grocery store*[tiab] OR corner store*[tiab] OR
convenience store*[tiab] OR food supply[majr] OR food store*[tiab] OR
grocer*[tiab] OR "food retail"[tiab] OR "retail food"[ti] OR food mart*[tiab]
OR food court*[tiab] OR food outlet*[tiab] OR food environment*[tiab] OR
food desert*[tiab] OR food mirage*[tiab] OR "food insecurity"[tiab] OR
"fast-food"[tiab] OR "fast food"[tiab] OR "food security"[tiab] OR
restaurant*[tiab] OR farmers market*[tiab] OR food retailer*[tiab] OR food
market*[tiab] OR "food availability"[tiab] OR food landscape*[tiab] OR
"food affordability"[tiab] OR "grocery gap"[tiab] OR ((neighborhood[ti] OR
community[ti]) AND (grocer*[ti] OR farmers market*[tiab] OR
garden*[tiab])) OR ((fruit*[ti] OR vegetable*[ti]) AND (store*[ti] OR
grocer*[ti] OR stores[ti] OR communit*[ti] OR neighborhood*[ti] OR
neighbourhood*[ti] ))OR food access*[ti] OR food availabil*[ti] OR food
affordab*[ti]OR (availabil*[ti] AND food[ti]) OR (accessib*[ti] AND food[ti])
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OR (affordab*[ti] AND food[ti])))))) 
 AND 
 ((((("body size"[tiab] OR body size[mh] OR obesity[tiab] OR obese[tiab] 
OR obesity[majr] OR overweight [tiab] OR overnutrition[tiab] OR 
overnutrition[mh] OR adiposity[tiab] OR adiposity[majr] OR "body 
weight"[tiab] OR body weight[majr] OR “body-weight related”[tiab] OR 
"weight gain"[tiab] OR weight gain[mh] OR "weight loss"[tiab] OR Body 
Weights and Measures[Majr] OR overweight[tiab] OR "Body 
Composition"[majr] OR "body fat"[tiab] OR adipos*[tiab] OR weight[ti] OR 
waist[ti] OR "Anthropometry"[Mesh:noexp] OR “body mass index”[tiab] 
OR BMI[tiab] OR “weight status”[tiab] OR adipose tissue [mh] OR 
"healthy weight"[tiab] OR waist circumference[mh] OR “body fat 
mass”[tiab] OR body weight changes[majr] OR “waist 
circumference”[tiab] OR “waist gain”[tiab] OR ideal body weight[mh])  OR 
  
(nutrition[tiab] OR diet[mh] OR diet[tiab] OR dietary[tiab] OR food 
preferences[mh] OR feeding behavior[mh] OR nutrition surveys[mh] OR 
food*[tiab] OR nutritional status[mh] OR "Food and Beverages"[Mesh] 
OR "Eating"[Mesh] OR "Energy Intake"[Mesh] OR "caloric density"[tiab] 
OR "caloric intake"[tiab] OR caloric dens*[tiab] OR high calori*[tiab] OR 
energy dens*[tiab] OR beverage*[tiab] OR fruit*[tiab] OR vegetable*[tiab] 
OR food analysis[mh] OR dietary intake*[tiab] OR food intake*[tiab] OR 
food habits[mh] OR dietary habit*[tiab] OR diet habit*[tiab] OR eating 
habit*[tiab] OR nutrient intake*[tiab] OR food choice*[tiab] OR portion 
size*[tiab] OR "diet quality"[tiab] OR dietary choice*[tiab] OR dietary 
change*[tiab] OR diet records[mh] OR nutritional status[mh] OR 
nutritional sciences[mh] OR nutrition surveys[mh] OR dietary 
pattern*[tiab] OR diet pattern*[tiab] OR eating pattern*[tiab] OR food 
pattern*[tiab] OR eating habit*[tiab] OR dietary habit*[tiab] OR food 
habit*[tiab] OR dietary profile*[tiab] OR food profile*[tiab] OR diet 
profile*[tiab] OR eating profile*[tiab] OR dietary guideline*[tiab] OR 
dietary recommendation*[tiab] OR food intake pattern*[tiab] OR dietary 
intake pattern*[tiab] OR eating style*[tiab] OR (Macronutrient*[tiab] AND 
(Proportion*[tiab] OR composition[tiab] OR distribution*[tiab] OR 
percent*[tiab] OR diet composit*[tiab])) OR (dietary score* OR adequacy 
index* OR kidmed OR Food Score* OR Diet Score* OR MedDietScore 
OR Dietary Pattern Score* OR "healthy eating index") OR ((index*[ti] OR 
score*[ti] OR indexes OR scoring[ti] OR indices[ti]) AND (dietary[ti] OR 
nutrient*[ti] OR eating[tiab] OR food[ti] OR food[mh] OR diet[ti] OR 
diet[mh]) AND (pattern* OR habit* OR profile*))) 

• Cochrane 
o Date Searched: January 9, 2014 
o Search Terms: 
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'"food access*" OR supermarket* OR grocer* OR "corner store*" OR 
"convenience store*" OR "food retail*" OR "food mart*" OR "food court" 
OR "food environment" OR "food outlet*" OR "food desert*" OR "food 
insecurity" OR "food availability" OR "farmers market*" OR garden* in 
Title, Abstract, Keywords and diet* OR weight* OR bmi OR "body mass" 
OR body-mass OR adipos* OR eating OR eat OR overweight OR obesity 
OR obese in Title, Abstract, Keywords  

• Embase
o Date Searched: January 9, 2014
o Search Terms:

'food access':ab, ti OR supermarket*:ab, ti OR 'food purchase':ab, ti OR 
'food purchases':ab, ti OR grocer*:ab, ti OR 'fast food':ab, ti OR 'corner 
store':ab, ti OR 'corner stores':ab, ti OR 'convenience store':ab, ti OR 
'convenience stores':ab, ti OR 'food store':ab, ti OR 'food stores':ab, ti OR 
'food retail':ab, ti OR 'food mart':ab, ti OR 'food marts':ab, ti OR 'food 
court':ab, ti OR 'food outlet':ab, ti OR 'food outlets':ab, ti OR 'food 
environment':ab, ti OR 'food desert':ab, ti OR 'food deserts':ab, ti OR 
'food mirage':ab, ti OR 'food mirages':ab, ti OR (food* NEAR/3 
(accessibil* OR avail* OR desert OR deserts OR environment OR 
insecur*)):ti 

AND 

('body size'/de OR 'obesity'/exp OR overweight:ab, ti OR adiposity:ab, ti 
OR 'body weight'/exp OR 'weight gain'/de OR 'weight reduction':ab, ti OR 
'body composition'/exp OR 'body fat':ab, ti OR 'anthropometry'/de OR 
'body mass'/de OR bmi:ab, ti OR weight:ab, ti OR 'waist 
circumference'/de OR 'waist circumference':ab, ti OR 'waist hip ratio'/de 
OR 'body fat'/de OR 'adipose tissue'/exp ) OR 

'nutrition'/de OR nutrition:ab, ti OR 'diet'/exp OR 'diet':ab, ti OR 'dietary 
intake'/exp OR 'caloric intake':ab, ti OR 'caloric density':ab, ti OR 'dietary 
intake':ab, ti OR 'feeding behavior'/exp OR 'eating habit'/de OR 'food 
preference'/de OR 'child nutrition'/de OR 'food intake'/exp OR 'nutritional 
assessment'/de OR 'nutritional status'/de OR 'nutrition surveys':ab, ti OR 
'fruit'/exp OR 'vegetable'/exp OR 'food'/exp OR 'energy density':ab, ti OR 
'dietary quality':ab, ti OR 'eating pattern':ab, ti OR 'food pattern':ab, ti OR 
'dietary habit':ab, ti OR 'food habit':ab, ti OR 'food intake':ab, ti OR 
'portion size'/de OR 'food choice':ab, ti OR 'diet quality':ab, ti OR 'dietary 
profile':ab, ti OR 'food profile':ab, ti OR 'diet profile':ab, ti OR 'eating 
profile':ab, ti OR 'food intake pattern':ab, ti OR 'dietary intake pattern':ab, 
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ti OR 'eating style':ab, ti OR 'macronutrient':ab, ti OR 'macronutrient'/de 
OR 'dietary score':ab, ti OR kidmed:ab, ti OR 'food score':ab, ti OR 'diet 
score':ab, ti OR 'meddietscore':ab, ti OR 'dietary pattern score':ab, ti OR 
'healthy eating index':ab, ti OR (index:ab, ti OR score:ab, ti OR 
scoring:ab, ti OR indices:ab, ti AND (dietary:ab, ti OR nutrient:ab, ti OR 
eating:ab, ti OR food:ab, ti OR diet:ab, ti) AND (pattern:ab, ti OR 
habit:ab, ti OR profile:ab, ti)) 
 

Date range: January 2004 to January 2014 
Summary of articles identified to review 

• Total hits from all electronic database searches: 547 
• Total articles identified to review from electronic databases: 165  
• Articles identified via handsearch or other means: 0 
• Number of Primary Articles Identified: 40   
• Number of Review Articles Identified: 0 
• Total Number of Articles Identified: 40 
• Number of Articles Reviewed but Excluded: 125 
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CHAPTER 4. EARLY CARE AND EDUCATION 

WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF OBESITY PREVENTION APPROACHES IN EARLY CARE 
AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS ON WEIGHT STATUS OF CHILDREN TWO YEARS TO 
FIVE YEARS OF AGE?  

TECHNICAL ABSTRACT 

Background 
The goal of this systematic review was to determine the impact of obesity prevention 
approaches in early care and education programs on the weight status of children aged two 
years to five years. A variety of intervention strategies targeting behaviors that impact body 
weight were utilized across the body of evidence. Most approaches were multicomponent, 
with a combination of interventions targeting children, their parents and staff of early care and 
education programs. 

Conclusion statement 
Moderate evidence suggests that multicomponent obesity prevention approaches 
implemented in child care settings improve weight-related outcomes in preschoolers. A 
combination of dietary and physical activity interventions is effective for preventing or slowing 
excess weight gain and reducing the proportion of young children aged two years to five years 
who are overweight or obese. 

2015 DGAC Grade: Moderate 

Methods 
Literature searches were conducted using PubMed, EMBASE and Cochrane databases to 
identify studies that evaluated the obesity prevention approaches in early care and education 
settings. Studies that met the following criteria were included in an original Nutrition Evidence 
Library (NEL) systematic review used to update the evidence base included in a systematic 
review conducted by Zhou, 2014: Randomized controlled trials (RCTs), non-randomized 
controlled trials and before-and-after studies; humans between the ages of two years and five 
years who were healthy or at elevated chronic disease risk; subjects from the United States; 
and published in English in peer-reviewed journals. The date range used to identify existing 
systematic reviews was January 2009 to February 2014. The date range used to update the 
evidence base with primary articles was January 2012 to March 2014. The intervention or 
exposure was an obesity prevention approach conducted in an early care and education 
setting. The outcomes were weight-related measures. 

Data from each included article were extracted and risk of bias was assessed. The evidence 
was qualitatively synthesized, a conclusion statement was developed and the strength of the 
evidence (grade) was assessed using pre-established criteria including evaluation of the 
quality and risk of bias, quantity, consistency, magnitude of effect and generalizability of 
available evidence. 

Findings 
• This evidence portfolio included one existing systematic review (Zhou, 2014) and a de novo

NEL systematic review to update the evidence base. The Zhou, 2014 review included 15
controlled trials published between 2000 and 2012; the NEL review included seven studies
(eight publications) published between 2012 and 2014.
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• The studies used a variety of intervention strategies targeting behaviors which impact body
weight. Most approaches were multicomponent, with a combination of interventions
targeting children, their parents and staff of early care and education programs. The primary
weight status outcomes of interest were body mass index (BMI) and BMI Z-score.

• In the body of evidence available, there is a large diversity in obesity prevention
approaches, making comparison across studies challenging. Despite this variability,
multicomponent interventions were effective in reducing BMI and preventing excess weight
gain.

o Seven of 10 multicomponent studies included in the Zhou, 2014 review
demonstrated improvements in weight-related outcomes. Six of the seven
interventions included in the NEL review demonstrated that multicomponent
interventions effectively reduce BMI or prevent excess weight gain in children aged
two to five years.

Limitations 
The ability to draw strong conclusions was limited by the following issues: 

• Differences in the populations sampled, outcome measures, duration or exposure of
interventions

• Interventions of short duration and with a short follow-up period.

FULL REVIEW 

Conclusion statement 
Moderate evidence suggests that multicomponent obesity prevention approaches 
implemented in child care settings improve weight-related outcomes in preschoolers. A 
combination of dietary and physical activity interventions is effective for preventing or slowing 
excess weight gain and reducing the proportion of young children aged two years to five who 
are overweight or obese. 

Grade 
Moderate 

Key findings 
• This evidence portfolio included one existing systematic review from Zhou, 2014 and a de

novo NEL systematic review updating the evidence base. The Zhou, 2014 review included
15 controlled trials published between 2000 and 2012; the NEL review included seven
studies (eight publications) published between 2012 and 2014. Both reviews examined the
impact of obesity prevention approaches on the weight status of children ages two years to
five years.

• The studies used a variety of intervention strategies targeting behaviors that affect body
weight. Most approaches were multicomponent, with a combination of interventions
targeting children, their parents and staff of early care and education programs. The primary
weight status outcomes of interest were BMI and BMI Z-score.

• The body of available evidence describes a large variation in excessive weight gain
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prevention approaches, making comparison across studies challenging. Despite this 
variability, multicomponent interventions were effective in reducing BMI and preventing 
excess weight gain. Seven of 10 multicomponent studies included in the Zhou, 2014 review 
demonstrated improvements in weight-related outcomes. Six of the seven interventions 
included in the NEL review demonstrated that multi-component interventions effectively 
reduce BMI or prevent excess weight gain in children ages two years to five years. 

• The evidence base included several studies of strong design by independent investigators,
specifically controlled trials, with sufficient sample sizes. Some inconsistency was evident
across studies and may be explained by differences in the populations sampled, outcome
measures, duration or exposure of intervention and follow-up periods. Although the majority
of the studies included in the evidence portfolio effectively reduced BMI or prevented
excess weight gain, the magnitude of the effect as well as the clinical and public health
significance was difficult to assess because of the differences in measures and
methodology.

Evidence summary 
Description of the Evidence 
The Zhou, 2014 review includes 15 controlled studies; five were conducted in the United 
States, three in Israel, two in Germany and one each in France, Scotland, Australia, 
Switzerland and China. 

The NEL review includes seven studies. Five were cluster randomized trials; one study was a 
before-and-after study; and another was a non-controlled trial. Four of the studies were 
conducted in the United States (Alkon, 2014; Herman, 2012; Natale, 2014; Yin, 2012) and 
one each in Columbia (Cespedes, 2013a; Cespedes, 2013b), Belgium (De Coen, 2012) and 
Germany (De Bock, 2012). The risk of bias scores ranged from six to 16 points out of 26.  

Sample size of these studies ranged from 112 to 1,102 participants; five studies had 100 to 
500 (Alkon, 2014; De Bock, 2012; Herman, 2012; Natale, 2014; Yin, 2012), one study had 
500- to 1,000 (Cespedes, 2013a; Cespedes, 2013b) and one study had more than 1,000 
participants (De Coen, 2012). 

Population 

All studies included in the Zhou, 2014 review examined the impact of various obesity 
prevention approaches on the weight status of children aged two to six years in child care. 
Thirteen of the studies included dietary components; 12 included physical activity 
components; 10 included both nutrition and physical activity components. 
All studies included in the NEL review examined the impact of various obesity prevention 
approaches on the weight status of children aged two to five years. When reported, mean age 
ranged from 3.7 years to 4.3 years. Six of the studies included both nutrition and physical 
activity components; one study only targeted dietary behaviors (De Bock, 2012). Information 
related to socioeconomic status (SES) was reported in all studies. Most child care centers 
served lower income neighborhoods. Race/ethnicity was reported for the four studies 
completed in the United States and the child care centers served diverse audiences (refer to 
Overview Table 1 and 2 for study-specific details). 

Exposures 

A variety of intervention strategies targeting behaviors that impact body weight were utilized 
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across the body of evidence. Most approaches were multicomponent, with a combination of 
interventions targeting children, their parents and staff of early care and education programs. 
Modes of education varied across studies and included informational workshops, hands-on 
activities, health fairs and cooking demonstrations. Education topics related to healthy eating 
and physical activity. Common messages were to increase fruit, vegetable, and water intake; 
decrease intake of sugar-sweetened beverages, sweets and snacks; increase the amount of 
time being active; and decrease amount of time being sedentary and watching television. 

Outcomes 

Weight outcomes reported in the Zhou, 2014 review include body mass index (BMI), BMI 
percentile, body fat percentage and waist circumference. The weight status outcomes 
addressed in the NEL review were based on measured height and weight for all seven 
studies. Some studies also calculated BMI and determined BMI percentile and BMI Z-scores 
being age-specific and gender-specific Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
growth charts for children.  

Evidence Synthesis 
Despite the variability in obesity prevention approaches, multicomponent interventions were 
effective in reducing BMI and preventing excess weight gain. Seven of 15 studies included in 
the Zhou, 2014 review demonstrated improvements in weight-related outcomes; all of these 
studies included multicomponent interventions. Six of these studies completed follow-up at or 
after nine months; one study completed follow-up at four months. Of the eight studies that 
saw no effect on weight-related outcomes, five targeted only diet or physical activity. Two of 
the three multicomponent interventions that did not impact weight status were of short 
duration (i.e., 14 weeks); the other intervention had variable follow up (i.e., 12 to 20 months 
for Sample One and three to nine months for Sample Two). 

Six of the seven interventions included in the NEL review demonstrated that multicomponent 
interventions effectively reduce BMI or prevent excess weight gain in children aged two years 
to five years. The one study that did not see an impact of weight status targeted only dietary 
behaviors, which significantly improved (i.e., fruit and vegetable intake increased). 

Overview Tables 1 and 2: Examining the relationship between early care and education 
programs and weight status 
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Table 1. Summary of systematic review examining the relationship between early care and education programs and weight status (page 1) 

Author, Year 
AMSTAR Score* 

Number of Included Studies 

Purpose of Review 
Subject Population 

Location of Included 
Studies 

Independent Variable 
Outcomes 

Results 

Zhou, 2013 

AMSTAR score: 9/11 

15 controlled trials: 
• 13 with dietary components
o 12 cluster randomized trials
o 1 cluster controlled trial
• 12 cluster randomized trials with

physical activity components

Reviewed controlled trials of 
obesity prevention 
interventions in childcare 
settings 

Pre-school children, age 2-6y 
at baseline 

Location: 

5 studies in US 
3 studies in Israel 
2 studies in Germany 
1 study in France 
1 study in Scotland 
1 study in Australia 
1 study in Switzerland 
1 study in China 

Independent variables: 
Education or games that 
addressed nutrition, physical 
activity, sedentary behaviors; 
aerobic activity; fresh fruit and 
vegetable snacks and non-
sugared beverages; parental 
education via take-home 
materials, internet sessions, or 
workshops; childcare faculty/staff 
training. 

Outcomes: Weight status 
(overweight, obese), adiposity, 
BMI z-score. 

Weight-Related Outcomes 

7 studies saw improvements: 

• All included both nutrition and physical
activity components

• 6 completed follow-up at or after 9mo.

8 studies did not see an effect: 

• 5 included only nutrition or physical activity
components, not both

• 3 included both nutrition and physical activity
components yet did not see improvements
in weight-related outcomes:
o 2 of short duration (i.e., 14wks)
o 1 with variable follow-up: 12-20mo for

sample 1 (N=1,340), 3-9mo for sample 2
(N=1,318).

Interventions including only nutrition or 
physical activity components achieved 
significant improvements in behaviors 
related to their target:  

• 6 of the 13 interventions with dietary
components reported improved intake or
eating behaviors

• 8 of the 12 interventions with physical
activity components reported improved
activity levels or fitness.
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*Quality assessed by Assessment of Multiple Systematic Reviews (Shea, 2007. Development of AMSTAR: a measurement tool to assess the methodological
quality of systematic reviews.) 
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Table 2. Summary of primary studies examining the relationship between early care and education programs and weight status (pages 3-9) 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Description of Intervention Results 

Alkon, 2014 

Cluster 
randomized trial 

US 

Risk of bias: 
6/26 

N=211 

3.9y; 3-5y 

45.7% female 

White 45.5%, African American 16.4%, 
Hispanic/Latino 17.1%, Asian 14.0%, Other 
6.9% 

Parent education: Less than high school 
(34.1%), high school or more (65.9%) 

Government subsidies: Receive any 
subsidies (49.8%), food stamps (15.9%), 
WIC (19.6%), Medicaid (23.2%), child 
support (8.2%), Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (2.5%), Housing (4.5%), 
Other (7.8%) 

Family poverty: <100% of federal poverty 
guidelines (28.4%), 100-200% (32.3%), 
>200% (39.3%) 

Intervention: Child care health consultants 
provided five 1-hr workshops on childhood 
obesity, healthy eating and physical activity for 
young children, personal health and wellness 
and working with families to promote healthy 
behaviors to child care center child care 
providers and staff; centers received pre-study 
and monthly on-site consultations for updating 
center nutrition and wellness policies and 
parents at 7 of 9 centers received a "Raising 
Healthy Kids" workshop. 

Control: Delayed intervention. 

Change in BMI z-score 

Intervention vs. control: 

Individual-level: β=-0.14 (SE=0.06, 95% 
CI: -0.26, -0.02; P=0.02)  

Center-level: β=-0.26 (SE=0.1, 95% CI: -
0.47, -0.04; P=0.02) 

Non-significant (NS): Within group change 
in BMI z-score; prevalence of 
underweight, healthy weight, overweight 
or obese. 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Description of Intervention Results 

Cespedes, 
2013a 

Cluster 
randomized trial 

Colombia 

Risk of bias: 
8/26 

N=578 

3.72y (SD=0.69); 3-5y 

47.0% female 

Race/ethnicity: Not reported 

SES status of preschool neighborhood, 
low (1) to high (6): 1-2 (58.5%), 3-4 
(41.5%) 

Intervention: Focused on healthy eating and 
physical activity in 3 areas (body and heart, 
nutrition and physical activity), children received 
1hr/d interactive classroom educational 
activities, a 1-hr "healthy family day" workshop 
and weekly health notes; parents received 3 
nutrition/activity workshops and weekly 
nutrition/activity newsletters; teachers received 
three 2-hr group training sessions, 4hr/month 
personalized training and a teacher's guide. 

Control: Delayed intervention implemented over 
the 8mo, after the initial 5-mo study ended. 

BMI at 6mo and 18mo: Intervention vs. 
control, Model 1: NS 

Weight status at 6mo and 18mo: 
Intervention vs. control, Model 1: NS 

Cespedes, 
2013b 

Non-controlled 
trial 

Colombia 

Risk of bias: 
6/26 

N=540 

3.72y (SD=0.69); 3-5y 

47.0% female 

Race/ethnicity: Not reported 

SES status of preschool neighborhood, 
low (1) to high (6): 1-2 (58.5%), 3-4 
(41.5%) 

Intervention: Focused on healthy eating and 
physical activity in 3 areas (body and heart, 
nutrition and physical activity); children received 
1hr/d interactive classroom educational 
activities, a 1-hr "healthy family day" workshop 
and weekly health notes; parents received 3 
nutrition/activity workshops and weekly 
nutrition/activity newsletters; teachers received 
three 2-hr group training sessions, 4hr/mo 
personalized training and a teacher's guide. 

Delayed-intervention: "Similar" to intervention, 
implemented over the 8mo after the initial 5-mo 
RCT ended. 

Prevalence of underweight: Baseline vs. 
36mo, Model 1: 15.48% vs. 3.33%, 
P≤0.001 

Prevalence of normal-weight: Baseline 
vs. 36mo, Model 1: 62.11% vs. 75.00%, 
P≤0.001 

NS: Prevalence of underweight and 
normal-weight, baseline vs. 18mo; 
prevalence of overweight and obese, 
baseline vs. 18mo and vs. 36mo 

DeBock, 2012 

Cluster 
randomized trial 

N=348 

4.3y (SD=0.78); 3-6y 

46.8% female 

15 standardized, 2-h nutrition sessions,  
conducted once weekly over a 6-mo period, 5 
sessions actively involving parents by targeting 
them alone (discussions on parents modeling 
role and nutritional needs of children) or together 

NS: BMI, waist-to-hip ratio, total body fat 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Description of Intervention Results 

Germany 

Risk of bias: 
7/26 

Race/ethnicity: Not reported 

Maternal education (defined by 
International Standard Classification of 
Education levels): Low (level 1, 2, 3): 
16.3%, middle (level 4): 55.7%, high (level 
5, 6): 21.2%, missing: 6.6% 

with their children; activities consisted of 
familiarizing with different foods and preparation 
methods and cooking and eating meals 
together. 

DeCoen, 2012 

Cluster 
randomized trial 

Belgium 

Risk of bias: 
16/26 

N=1,102 

4.95y (SD=1.31); 3-6y 

50% female 

Race/ethnicity: Not reported 

Community-level SES: 33% low, 33% 
medium, 33% high 

School-level SES: 52% low, 29% medium, 
19% high 

Individual-level SES: 48% low, 26% 
medium, 26% high 

Intervention: Goals included increasing water, 
milk, fruit and vegetable intake, decreasing soda 
and savory snack intake and increasing physical 
activity.  

Community: Organizations and non-profits 
were approached to support intervention and 
provide publicity; yearly brochures/posters were 
distributed.  

School: Received 7 manuals each describing 
objectives and implementation strategies for 
separate intervention components (i.e., school 
and classroom implementation, diet and physical 
activity policy changes, educational strategies 
for parents), were requested to implement 
≥5hr/year of classroom time and activities 
devoted to intervention components, received 
support from regional health boards, teachers 
received 3 meetings/year to discuss 
implementation and troubleshoot. 

Parents: Received a poster, 5 mailed letters, 
personalized advice on their child's eating habits 

Mean BMI z-score 

Low-SES intervention vs. low-SES control 
Post-intervention=0.00 (SD=1.11) vs. 0.16 
(SD=0.88), P≤0.01. 

NS: BMI z-score, intervention vs. control 
for total sample and within medium-SES 
and high-SES groups. 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Description of Intervention Results 

based off of FFQ, access to website describing 
intervention topics. 

Control: NR 
Herman, 2012 

Before-after 
study 

US 

Risk of bias: 
2/26 

 N=412 adults; not reported for children 

Staff: 40.1y (SD=12.7); Parents: 33.9y 
(SD=11.2); Children: 3-5y 

Staff: 96% female; Parents: 84.3% female; 
Children: NR 

Staff: White (56%), Hispanic/Latino 
(17.5%), African-American (14.3%), 
Asian/Pacific Islander (1.4%), Native 
American (3.6%), Other (2.4%); Parents: 
White (33.3%), Hispanic/Latino (32.4%), 
African-American (14.8%), Asian/Pacific 
Islander (1%), Native American (9%), Other 
(2.5%); Children: Not reported 

Staff 

Education: Less than high school (1.4%), 
high school graduates or GED (15%), 
associate degree (17%), Bachelor's degree 
(65%); Unknown (1.6%) 

Employment: Full time (4%), part time 
(91%), unemployed (0%), missing data 
(5%) 

Low-health literacy training program for obesity 
prevention (“Eat Healthy, Stay Active”) included 
materials on MyPyramid, food groups, portion 
control, shopping on a budget and integrating 
physical activity into daily life; Staff, parents and 
children were trained using the same curriculum; 
Head Start staff were trained using 3 webinars 
over a 6-mo intervention period and provided 
with technical assistance; Staff members were 
trained first and then conducted parent 
education sessions on evenings and weekends 
during the initial 3 months; Parents were 
exposed to a minimum of 6hr of activities; 
Classroom lessons for the children were aligned 
by topic with the parent lessons and conducted 
concurrently; Children were exposed to a 
minimum of 1 activity per day. 

Mean BMI 

Overall: Baseline=30.1 (SD=7.3), Follow-
up=29.2 (SD=6.8), Pre/post difference=-
0.9 (95% CI: -1.1, -0.8; P≤0.001) 

Staff: Baseline=29.5 (SD=7.4), Follow-
up=28.7 (SD=6.7), Pre/post difference=-
0.8 (95% CI: -1.0, -0.6; P≤0.001) 

Parents: Baseline=31.2 (SD=7.1), Follow-
up=30.1 (SD=6.7), Pre/post difference=-
1.2 (95% CI: -1.4, -0.9; P≤0.001) 

Children: Baseline=17.0 (SD=2.4), 
Follow-up=16.6 (SD=2.2), Pre/post 
difference=-0.4 (95% CI: -0.6, -0.2; 
P≤0.001). 

% Obese 

Overall: Baseline=45.1, Follow-up=39.8, 
Pre/post difference=-5.3 (P≤0.001) 

Staff: Baseline=41.4, Follow-up=36.8, 
Pre/post difference=-4.6 (P≤0.001) 

Parents: Baseline=51.7, Follow-up=45.0, 

Archived from www.NEL.gov on March 21, 2017 75 



Question: What is the impact of obesity prevention approaches in early care and education programs on weight status of children 

two to five years of age? 

Overview Tables: Relationship Between Early Care and Education Programs and Weight Status 

Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Description of Intervention Results 

Parents 

Education: Less than high school (16.2%), 
high school graduates or GED (40.4%), 
associate degree (7.3%), Bachelor's 
degree (35.2%); Unknown (0.9%) 
Employment: Full time (17%), part time 
(29%), unemployed (47%), missing data 
(7%). 

Pre/post difference=-6.7 (P≤0.001) 

Children: Baseline=30.4, Follow-up=20.5, 
Pre/post difference =-9.9 (P≤0.001). 

Effect on weight change 

Obese at baseline: OR=-7.66 (95% CI: -
9.11, -6.21; P≤0.001); Male (vs. female), 
OR=-3.70 (95% CI: -6.71, -0.68; P=0.03) 

Diet behaviors: OR=-13.19 (95% CI: -
18.43, -7.96; P=0.002) 

NS: Age, parent vs. staff, race/ethnicity, 
education, employment, change in 
knowledge, physical activity 

Natale, 2014 

Cluster 
randomized trial 

US 

Risk of bias: 
13/26 

N=239 (6mo); 185 (12mo) 

3.9y; 2-5y 

49% female 

Intervention 

Race: Non-Hispanic White (33.6%), Non-
Hispanic Black (33.6%), Asian (0.4%), 
Other (18.5%), Unknown (13.9%) 

Ethnicity: Hispanic/other (35.7%), 
Hispanic/Cuban (24%), Hispanic/Puerto 
Rican (3.8%), Hispanic/Mexican (2.1%), 

Intervention used multidimensional approach 
with a teacher-based component, family-based 
component and environmental changes vs a 
visit from an injury prevention educational 
mobile at the control center 

Teachers: Two trainings on rationale, 
implementation and lesson plans for the Healthy 
Inside-Healthy Outside (HI-HO) program; weekly 
technical assistance to ensure implementation of 
a low-fat, high fiber diet including more fruits and 
vegetables 

Parents: Monthly educational dinners where 
nutrition and physical activity were discussed; 

BMI percentile baseline vs. 12 months 

Total sample: 97% of normal-weight 
children remained normal-weight, 4% 
overweight to normal-weight, N=2 obese 
to overweight. 

NS: Change in weight z-score or BMI z-
score, intervention vs. control from 0mo to 
3mo, 6mo and 12mo; association 
between BMI z-score at baseline, 6mo or 
12mo and parent attendance, parent 
perception of helpfulness, newsletters 
read by parents, parent perception of 
newsletter helpfulness, at-home activities 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Description of Intervention Results 

African American (19.3%), Haitian (1.3%), 
Other Caribbean Black (2.5%), Caucasian 
(0.8%), Other (4.2%), Unknown (6.3%) 

Control 

Race: Non-Hispanic White (33.3%), Non-
Hispanic Black (42.0%), Asian (0%), Other 
(15.9%), Unknown (8.7%) 

Ethnicity: Hispanic/other (20.3%), 
Hispanic/Cuban (27.5%), Hispanic/Puerto 
Rican (1.5%), Hispanic/Mexican (1.4%), 
African American (30.4%), Haitian (7.5%), 
Other Caribbean Black (0%), Caucasian 
(4.4%), Other (1.5%), Unknown (5.8%) 

Centers served low-income children; 
County high-school graduation rate: 
45% 

monthly newsletters; recommendations for in-
home activities 

Centers: Received assistance in developing 
policies to increase physical activity and healthy 
eating assistance of a nutritionist to develop 
USDA-compliant menus; drink policy (water is 
primary beverage, juice and sweetened 
beverages available 1x per week, change milk 
from whole to 1%); snack policy (substitute 
healthy snacks, like fruits and vegetables, for 
less healthy snacks, like cookies and high-fat 
snack) and physical activity policy (increase to 
>1hr/d, decrease TV viewing to <60min 2x per 
week). 

completed, parent perception of at-home 
activities helpfulness. 

Yin, 2012 

Non-randomized 
controlled trial 

US 

Risk of bias: 
8/26 

N=338 

4.1y (SD=0.6); 3-5y 

52% female 

Hispanic: 90% 

Centers located in "economically 
disadvantaged neighborhoods" 

Center-based intervention: Centers received 
gross motor skills development program 
including recommendations to provide ≥60min/d 
physical activity and materials for developing 
gross motor skills, supplemental classroom 
materials/activities including audiovisual/print 
materials for 9 healthy eating and physical 
activity modules based on the Sesame Street 
Workshop Healthy Habits for Life resource kit 
and food-tasting activities; center staff received 
a 6-hr pre-intervention training and 4hr of follow-
up trainings focused on intervention 

Mean difference in weight z-score 
change: Center- and home-based 
intervention vs. control, Model 2: -0.06; 
P<0.04 

Mean difference in weight and BMI z-
score change: Center- and home-based 
intervention vs. control, Model 2: NS 

NS: Mean difference in weight, weight z-
score, BMI z-score, center-based 
intervention vs. control. 
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Author, Year 
Study Design 

Location 
Risk of Bias* 

Sample Size 
Age 

Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 

SES 

Description of Intervention Results 

implementation and developing healthy literacy 
and teaching skills, health education 
newsletters, and access to a voluntary wellness 
program (>75% participation in all wellness 
program components); parents received 8 
newsletters about intervention activities and tips 
for supporting healthy habits at home. 

Center- and home-based intervention: 
Included all components of the center-based 
intervention plus parents received 6 optional 
peer educator-led educational poster sessions 
providing information on obesity, physical 
activity and healthy eating (80% participation) 
and take-home materials including healthy 
snacks and intervention-related in-home 
activities. 

Control: Post-study training and materials 
relating to intervention. 

*Risk of bias as determined using the Nutrition Evidence Library Bias Assessment Tool
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Assessment of the Body of Evidence 
The evidence base includes several studies of strong design by independent investigators, 
specifically controlled studies within the Zhou, 2014 review and randomized trials in the NEL 
review. Sample sizes for the studies were sufficient, ranging from 112 to 1,102. Some 
inconsistency is evident across studies and may be explained by differences in the 
populations sampled, outcome measures and duration or exposure of interventions. 
Specifically, obesity prevention approaches with an intervention of short duration, a short 
follow up period and limited strategies may be limited in their ability to achieve sufficient 
intervention exposure and lack the time needed to detect changes in weight-related outcomes 
beyond any intermediate behavioral changes. Of the 22 intervention studies, the combined 
total of studies included in the Zhou review and NEL review, 13 effectively reduced BMI or 
prevented excess weight gain. The magnitude of the effect as well as the clinical and public 
health significance is difficult to assess because of different measures and methodology.  

Implications 

Existing evidence indicates that multicomponent interventions that incorporate both nutrition 
and physical activity are effective in reducing excessive weight gain in preschool children. 
Successful strategies include curricular enhancements of classroom education for children on 
both nutrition education and physical activity, outreach engagement to parents about making 
positive changes in the home, improvements in the nutrition quality of meals and snacks 
served in the child care program, modifying food service practices, improving the mealtime 
environment, increasing physical activity play, reducing sedentary behaviors and improving 
outdoor playground environments. Evidenced-based healthy eating and physical activity 
practices should be implemented in child care settings with training and technical assistance 
for staff. At the Federal, state and local levels, policies are needed that create strong nutrition 
and physical activity standards and guidelines in child care settings. There is a need to 
strengthen policies at the federal, state, and local levels for strong nutrition and physical 
activity standards and guidelines in child care settings. 

It is important that child care facilities provide meals and snacks that are consistent with the 
meal patterns in the Federal Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) to ensure that 
young children have access to healthy meals and snacks at age-appropriate portions. 
Drinking water also needs to be readily available and accessible to children. Government 
agencies should ensure access to affordable, nutritious foods through CACFP and maximize 
participation in the program. 

Research recommendations 
1. Conduct additional obesity prevention intervention research in child care settings (e.g.,

child-care centers, family child-care homes) to: 1) Identify the most potent components of
the interventions and the optimal combinations for improving diet quality, physical activity
and weight outcomes; 2) Assess implementation and translation costs and benefits of the
intervention, including impact, cost-effectiveness, generalizability and reach, sustainability
and feasibility; 3) Develop and evaluate culturally appropriate and tailored interventions for
preschool children in low-income and racial/ethnic communities, given the disproportionate
impact of obesity in these groups; 4) Explore intervention strategies on how to use child
care settings as access points to create linkages to parents, caretakers and health care
providers as partners in health promotion; 5) Evaluate the impact of federal, state and local
policies, regulations and support (e.g., provider training and technical assistance) for child
care programs on the eating and physical activity practices and behaviors, and weight
status of young children.

Rationale: Early care and education settings are an important venue for interventions
targeting young children. A strong evidence base is essential to identify and support
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evidence-based practices and policies that can be implemented at federal, state and local 
levels and to mobilize efforts to improve healthy eating and physical activity, leading to 
healthy weight development in these settings. Interventions found to effectively reduce risk 
of obesity in one setting need to be appropriately adapted for diverse groups and different 
settings. 

2. Improve intervention research methods by the use of stronger study designs and the
development of standardized assessments of body composition, weight status. Develop
enhanced validated measures of diet quality, feeding and physical activity practices, and
physical activity and eating behaviors and policies. Create standardized measures to
assess the nutrition quality of meals and snacks in child care settings, as well as the food
and physical activity environments. Create standardized methods for assessing the
relationship of child care food, nutrition and physical activity-related measures to similar
measures representing non-child-care time are needed to provide greater consistency in
determining the contributors to the development and progression of childhood overweight
and obesity.

Rationale: Although many of the studies included in these evidence reviews were
methodologically strong and were controlled studies, some were limited by small sample
size, lack of adequate control for confounding factors and different outcome measures and
different tools used to measure the outcome variables.

3. Examine the effect of the recommended CACFP through ongoing periodic evaluations and
fill gaps in the knowledge regarding participation, demand, food procurement and practices,
nutrient intake and food security.

Rationale: Improvements in school meals and the school food environment have been
fostered by national data from periodic studies such as the USDA/FNS School Nutrition
Dietary Assessment Studies (SNDA), the Health and Human Services (HHS)/CDC School
Health Policies and Practices Studies (SHPPS) and the HHS/NIH C.L.A.S.S. In contrast,
considerably fewer periodic national studies are conducted of meals and dietary intake in
child care settings and their relation to the child care food and physical activity environment.

Search plan and results 
Inclusion criteria 

• Human subjects
• Subject populations from the United States
• Children between the ages of two years and five years old
• Subjects who were healthy or at elevated chronic disease risk
• Randomized controlled trials (RCTs), non-randomized controlled trials, and before-and-after

studies
• The intervention or exposure in the reviewed articles was an early care and education

program, policy or practice targeting weight status
• The comparator in the reviewed articles was different levels of intervention, different types

of intervention or no intervention/policy (a control group)
• The outcomes were weight-related measures.

In addition, articles were included if they were published in English in a peer-reviewed 
journal between January 2012 and March 2014. If an author was included on more than 
one primary research article similar in content, the paper with the most pertinent data and 
endpoints was included. If data and endpoints from both papers were appropriate, it was 
made clear that results were from the same intervention.  
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Exclusion criteria 

• Animals and in vitro models
• Subject populations from countries with medium or low human development, according to

the Human Development Index [1]
• Adults
• Subjects who were hospitalized, diagnosed with disease and receiving medical treatment
• Systematic reviews, meta-analyses, literature reviews, editorials, commentaries and case-

control studies.

Articles were excluded if they were not published in English, or were published before 
January 2012. Articles, abstracts and presentations not published in peer-reviewed journals 
(e.g., websites, magazine articles, Federal reports) were also excluded. Finally, if an author 
was included on more than one primary research article that was similar in content, the paper 
with the most pertinent data and endpoints was included, and others were excluded. 

[1] United Nations Development Programme. Human Development Report 2013, The Rise of 
the South: Human Progress in a Diverse World 2013. Available 
from: http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/14/hdr2013_en_complete.pdf. 

Analytic framework 
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Search terms and electronic databases used 
• PubMed 

o Date(s) Searched: March 26, 2014 
o Search Terms:  

child, preschool[mh] OR preschool*[tiab]  OR pre-school*[tiab]  OR child 
day care centers[mh]  OR “early childhood”[tiab] OR pre-k[tiab] OR pre-
primary[tiab]  OR “preschool children”[tiab] OR “preschool child”[tiab] OR 
schools, nursery[mh] OR “nursery school”[tiab] OR kindergarten*[tiab] 
OR “child care”[ti]  OR childcare center*[tiab] OR "Child Care"[Mesh] OR 
childcare[ti] OR “child day care”[ti] OR under five*[ti] OR young child*[ti] 
OR “head start”[tiab] OR WIC[ti] OR prekindergarten[tiab] OR pre-
kindergarten[tiab] OR limit to child, preschool in PubMED  
 
Child nutrition sciences[mh]  OR child nutritional physiological 
phenomena[mh:noexp] OR nutrition[tiab] OR diet[mh] OR diet[tiab] OR 
dietary[tiab] OR food preferences[mh] OR feeding behavior[mh:noexp] 
OR nutrition surveys[mh] OR food*[tiab] OR Food and Beverages[mh] 
OR eating behavior*[tiab] OR eating behaviour*[tiab]  OR meals[ti] OR 
meal[ti] OR breakfast[tiab] OR lunch[tiab] OR dinner[tiab] OR 
snacks[tiab] OR snack[tiab]   OR caloric intake*[tiab] OR caloric 
dens*[tiab] OR high calori*[tiab] OR energy dens*[tiab] OR fruit*[tiab] OR 
vegetable*[tiab] OR dietary intake*[tiab] OR food intake*[tiab] OR energy 
intake*[tiab] OR food habits[mh] OR dietary habit*[tiab] OR diet 
habit*[tiab] OR eating habit*[tiab] OR nutrient intake*[tiab] OR food 
choice*[tiab] OR portion size*[tiab] OR "diet quality"[tiab] OR dietary 
choice*[tiab] OR dietary change*[tiab] OR diet records[mh] OR nutritional 
status[mh] OR nutritional sciences[mh:noexp] OR dietetics[mh] OR 
dietary pattern*[tiab] OR diet pattern*[tiab] OR eating pattern*[tiab] OR 
food pattern*[tiab] OR eating habit*[tiab] OR food habit*[tiab] OR dietary 
profile*[tiab] OR food profile*[tiab] OR diet profile*[tiab] OR eating 
profile*[tiab] OR dietary guideline*[tiab] OR dietary 
recommendation*[tiab] OR food intake pattern*[tiab] OR dietary intake 
pattern*[tiab] OR eating style*[tiab]) AND (physical fitness[mh] OR motor 
activity[mh] OR exercise*[ti] OR exercise[mh]OR fitness[ti] OR  "Play and 
Playthings"[Mesh] OR "Recreation"[Mesh]  
 
body weight[mh] OR child development[mh] OR weight[tiab] OR 
growth[tiab] OR growth[mh:noexp] OR “body size”[tiab] OR “body 
height”[tiab] OR "Body Height"[Mesh] OR “body weight”[ti] OR "weight 
gain"[ti] OR weight gain[mh] OR "weight loss"[tiab] OR Body Weights and 
Measures[Majr] OR obesity[tiab] OR obese[tiab] OR obesity[mh] OR 
overweight [tiab] OR overnutrition[tiab] OR adiposity[tiab] OR 
adiposity[mh] OR overweight[tiab] OR "Body Composition"[mh] OR "body 
fat"[tiab] OR adipos*[tiab] OR weight[ti] OR 
"Anthropometry"[Mesh:noexp] OR “body mass index”[tiab] OR BMI[tiab] 
OR “weight status”[tiab] OR adipose tissue [mh] OR "healthy weight"[tiab] 
OR waist circumference[mh] OR “body fat mass”[tiab] OR body weight 
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changes[mh] OR “waist circumference”[tiab] OR ideal body weight[mh] 

Limiters: ("Study Characteristics" [Publication Type] OR “clinical 
trial”[ptyp] OR "Epidemiologic Studies"[Mesh] OR "Support of 
Research"[ptyp] OR cohort[ti] OR prospective[ti] OR cross-sectional[ti] 
OR random*[tiab] OR trial[tiab] OR study[tiab]) NOT (editorial[ptyp] OR 
comment[ptyp] OR news[ptyp] OR letter[ptyp] OR review[ptyp] OR 
systematic[sb])  

• Embase
o Date(s) Searched: March 20, 2014
o Search Terms:

'preschool child'/exp/mj OR preschool*:ab, ti OR preschooler:ab, ti OR
'pre-schooler':ab, ti OR 'pre-school':ab, ti OR preschools:ab, ti OR 'day
care'/mj OR 'day care':ab, ti OR 'early childhood':ab, ti OR 'early
childhood intervention'/de OR 'pre-k':ab, ti OR 'pre-primary':ab, ti OR
'preschool children':ab, ti OR 'preschool child':ab, ti OR 'nursery
school':ab, ti OR 'nursery school'/de OR kindergarten*:ab, ti OR
'kindergarten'/de OR 'child care':ti OR 'child care'/mj OR childcare:ti OR
'under five':ti OR 'young children':ti OR 'young child':ab, ti OR
[preschool]/lim OR limit to child, preschool in PubMED

'nutrition education'/mj OR 'child nutrition'/mj OR 'nutritional science'/mj 
OR nutrition:ab, ti OR 'nutrition'/exp/mj OR diet:ti OR dietary:ti OR 'food 
preferences':ab, ti OR 'food preference':ti OR 'feeding behavior':ab, ti OR 
food*:ti OR eating:ab, ti OR 'eating habit':ab, ti OR 'eating behavior':ab, ti 
OR 'eating behaviour':ab, ti OR 'eating behaviors':ti OR meals:ti OR 
meal:ti OR breakfast:ab, ti OR lunch:ab, ti OR dinner:ab, ti OR 
snacks:ab, ti OR snack:ab, ti OR 'caloric density':ab, ti OR 'caloric 
intake':ab, ti OR 'calorie dense':ab, ti OR 'high calorie':ab, ti OR 'energy 
dense':ab, ti OR fruit*:ab, ti OR vegetable*:ab, ti OR 'dietary intake':ab, ti 
OR 'food intake':ab, ti OR 'energy intake':ab, ti OR 'diet habits':ab, ti OR 
'eating habits':ab, ti OR 'nutrient intake':ab, ti OR 'nutrient intakes':ab, ti 
OR 'food choice':ab, ti OR 'food choices':ab, ti OR 'portion size':ab, ti OR 
'portion sizes':ab, ti OR 'diet quality':ab, ti OR 'dietary choice':ab, ti OR 
'dietary choices':ab, ti OR 'dietary change':ab, ti OR 'nutritional status':ti 
OR 'dietary pattern':ab, ti OR 'dietary patterns':ab, ti OR 'diet pattern':ab, 
ti OR 'diet patterns':ab, ti OR 'eating pattern':ab, ti OR 'eating 
patterns':ab, ti OR 'food pattern':ab, ti OR 'food patterns':ab, ti OR 'food 
habit':ab, ti OR 'food habits':ab, ti OR 'dietary profile':ab, ti OR 'food 
profile':ab, ti OR 'diet profile':ab, ti OR 'eating profile':ab, ti OR 'eating 
profiles':ti OR 'dietary guideline':ab, ti OR 'dietary recommendation':ab, ti 
OR 'food intake pattern':ab, ti OR 'food intake patterns':ab, ti OR 'dietary 
intake pattern':ab, ti OR 'dietary intake patterns':ab, ti OR 'eating 
style':ab, ti OR 'eating styles':ab, ti OR (macronutrient*:ab, ti AND 
(proportion*:ab, ti OR composition:ab, ti OR distribution*:ab, ti OR 
percent*:ab, ti OR 'diet composition':ab, ti)) OR 'dietary score':ab, ti OR 
'adequacy index':ab, ti OR kidmed:ab, ti OR 'food score':ab, ti OR 'diet 
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score':ab, ti OR meddietscore:ab, ti OR 'dietary pattern score':ab, ti OR 
'healthy eating index':ab, ti AND ‘fitness’/mj OR exercis*:ti OR 
'exercise'/mj OR ‘physical fitness’:ti, ab OR ‘recreation’/exp OR play:ti, ab 
OR 'physical activity'/exp   

'body weight'/exp/mj OR 'child development'/de OR 'child 
development':ab, ti OR 'weight'/mj OR 'weight height ratio'/mj OR 'body 
mass':ab, ti OR 'body mass'/de OR weight:ab, ti OR growth:ab, ti OR 
'growth'/de OR 'body growth'/exp OR 'anthropometric parameters'/exp 
OR 'physical development'/de OR 'body size':ab, ti OR 'body height':ab, ti 
OR 'body height'/de OR 'body weight':ti OR 'weight gain':ab, ti OR 'weight 
loss':ab, ti OR obesity:ab, ti OR obese:ab, ti OR 'overnutrition'/de OR 
adiposity:ab, ti OR overweight:ab, ti OR 'body composition'/mj OR 'body 
fat':ab, ti OR adipos*:ab, ti OR weight:ti OR 'body mass index':ab, ti OR 
bmi:ab, ti OR 'weight status':ab, ti OR 'healthy weight':ab, ti OR 'body fat 
mass':ab, ti OR 'weight change':ab, ti OR 'waist circumference':ab, ti  

Limiters: 'cohort analysis'/de OR cohort:ab, ti OR 'cross-sectional 
study'/de OR 'cross-sectional':ab, ti OR longitudinal:ab, ti OR 
observational:ab, ti OR prospective:ab, ti OR 'comparative study'/de OR 
'randomized controlled trial'/exp OR 'crossover procedure'/exp OR 
[controlled clinical trial]/lim OR [randomized controlled trial]/lim OR 
'placebo'/de OR 'clinical trial'/exp OR 'clinical trial (topic)'/exp OR 
'controlled study'/exp OR 'controlled study':ab OR random*:ab, ti OR 
trial*:ab, ti OR ((singl* OR doubl* OR trebl* OR tripl*) NEAR/3 (blind* OR 
mask*)):ab, ti 

Date range: January 2012 and March 2014 
Summary of articles identified to review 

• Total hits from all electronic database searches: 1056
• Total articles identified to review from electronic databases: 364
• Articles identified via handsearch or other means: 0
• Number of Primary Articles Identified: 8
• Number of Review Articles Identified: 0
• Total Number of Articles Identified: 8
• Number of Articles Reviewed but Excluded: 356
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Included articles (References) 

1. Alkon A, Crowley AA, Neelon SE, Hill S, Pan Y, Nguyen V, Rose R, Savage E, Forestieri
N, Shipman L, Kotch JB. Nutrition and physical activity randomized control trial in child
care centers improves knowledge, policies, and children's body mass index. BMC Public
Health. 2014;14(1):215. PMID:24580983. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24580983

2. Cespedes J, Briceno G, Farkouh ME, Vedanthan R, Baxter J, Leal M, Boffetta P,
Woodward M, Hunn M, Dennis R, Fuster V. Targeting preschool children to promote
cardiovascular health: cluster randomized trial. Am J Med. 2013;126(1):27-35.e3.
PMID:23062403. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23062403

3. Cespedes J, Briceno G, Farkouh ME, Vedanthan R, Baxter J, Leal M, Boffetta P, Hunn M,
Dennis R, Fuster V. Promotion of cardiovascular health in preschool children: 36-month
cohort follow-up. Am J Med. 2013;126(12):1122-6. PMID:24262725.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24262725

4. De Bock F, Breitenstein L, Fischer JE. Positive impact of a pre-school-based nutritional
intervention on children's fruit and vegetable intake: results of a cluster-randomized trial.
Public Health Nutr. 2012;15(3):466-75. PMID:21859516.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21859516
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5. De Coen V, De Bourdeaudhuij I, Vereecken C, Verbestel V, Haerens L, Huybrechts I, Van 
Lippevelde W, Maes L. Effects of a 2-year healthy eating and physical activity intervention 
for 3-6-year-olds in communities of high and low socio-economic status: the POP 
(Prevention of Overweight among Pre-school and school children) project. Public Health 
Nutr. 2012;15(9):1737-45. PMID:22397833. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22397833 

6. Herman A, Nelson BB, Teutsch C, Chung PJ. "Eat Healthy, Stay Active!": a coordinated 
intervention to improve nutrition and physical activity among Head Start parents, staff, and 
children. Am J Health Promot. 2012;27(1):e27-36. PMID:22950932. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22950932 

7. Natale RA, Lopez-Mitnik G, Uhlhorn SB, Asfour L, Messiah SE. Effect of a Child Care 
Center-Based Obesity Prevention Program on Body Mass Index and Nutrition Practices 
Among Preschool-Aged Children. Health Promot Pract. 2014; Epub (ahead of print). 
PMID:24662896. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24662896 

8. Yin Z, Parra-Medina D, Cordova A, He M, Trummer V, Sosa E, Gallion KJ, Sintes-Yallen A, 
Huang Y, Wu X, Acosta D, Kibbe D, Ramirez A. Miranos! Look at us, we are healthy! An 
environmental approach to early childhood obesity prevention. Child Obes. 2012;8(5):429-
39. PMID:23061498. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23061498 

Excluded articles 
See Appendix C for a full list of excluded articles with reason. 

 

 
  

http://www.nel.gov/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22397833
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22950932
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24662896
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23061498


Systematic Reviews of the Food Environment and Settings Subcommittee, 2015 DGAC 

87 
Archived from www.NEL.gov on March 21, 2017  

APPENDIX A. FOOD ACCESS – DIETARY INTAKE 
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Excluded Articles: Food Access 

The table below lists the excluded articles with at least one reason for exclusion, but may not reflect all possible reasons. 

1 
2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans  www.nel.gov 

Excluded Citations 
Reason for 
Exclusion 

1 Alves L, Silva S, Severo M, Costa D, Pina MF, Barros H, et al. Association between neighborhood deprivation 
and fruits and vegetables consumption and leisure-time physical activity: a cross-sectional multilevel analysis. 
BMC Public Health. 2013;13:1103. PMID: 24289151. 

Location 

2 An R. Effectiveness of subsidies in promoting healthy food purchases and consumption: a review of field 
experiments. Public Health Nutr. 2012;16:1215-28. PMID: 23122423. 

Study design, Location 

3 Angelo HD, Suratkar S, Song HJ, Stauffer E, Gittelsohn J. Access to food source and food source use are 
associated with healthy and unhealthy food-purchasing behaviours among low-income African-American adults in 
Baltimore City. Public Health Nutr. 2011;14:1632-9. PMID: 21450140. 

Outcome 

4 Auchincloss AH, Mujahid MS, Shen M, Michos ED, Whitt-Glover MC, Roux AVD. Neighborhood health-promoting 
resources and obesity risk (the multi-ethnic study of atherosclerosis). Obesity (Silver Spring). 2013;21:621-8. 
PMID: 23592671. 

Independent Variable 

5 Bader MD, Schwartz-Soicher O, Jack D, Weiss CC, Richards CA, Quinn JW, et al. More neighborhood retail 
associated with lower obesity among New York City public high school students. Health Place. 2013;23:104-10. 
PMID: 23827943. 

Independent Variable 

6 Ball K, McNaughton SA, Mhurchu CN, Andrianopoulos N, Inglis V, McNeilly B, et al. Supermarket Healthy Eating 
for Life (SHELf): protocol of a randomised controlled trial promoting healthy food and beverage consumption 
through price reduction and skill-building strategies. BMC Public Health. 2011;11:715. PMID: 21936957. 

Location, Independent 
Variable 

7 Ball K, Thornton L. Food environments: measuring, mapping, monitoring and modifying. Public Health Nutr. 
2013;16:1147-50. PMID: 23714417. 

Study design 

8 Bezerra IN, Curioni C, Sichieri R. Association between eating out of home and body weight. Nutr Rev. 
2012;70:65-79. PMID: 22300594. 

Study design 

9 Bhargava A, Jolliffe D, Howard LL. Socio-economic, behavioural and environmental factors predicted body 
weights and household food insecurity scores in the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study-Kindergarten. Br J Nutr. 
2008;100:438-44. PMID: 18275621. 

Independent Variable 

10 Black C, Moon G, Baird J. Dietary inequalities: What is the evidence for the effect of the neighbourhood food 
environment? Health Place. 2013. PMID: 24200470. 

Study design 

11 Boehmer TK, Lovegreen SL, Haire-Joshu D, Brownson RC. What constitutes an obesogenic environment in rural 
communities? Am J Health Promot. 2006;20:411-21. PMID: 16871821. 

Independent Variable 

12 Bower KM, Thorpe RJ, Rohde C, Gaskin DJ. The intersection of neighborhood racial segregation, poverty, and 
urbanicity and its impact on food store availability in the United States. Prev Med. 2013;58:33-9. PMID: 
24161713. 

Outcome 



Excluded Articles: Food Access 

The table below lists the excluded articles with at least one reason for exclusion, but may not reflect all possible reasons. 

2 
2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans  www.nel.gov 

Excluded Citations 
Reason for 
Exclusion 

13 Breyer B, Voss-Andreae A. Food mirages: Geographic and economic barriers to healthful food access in 
Portland, Oregon. Health Place. 2013;24:131-9. PMID: 24100236. 

Independent Variable, 
Outcome 

14 Budzynska K, West P, Savoy-Moore RT, Lindsey D, Winter M, Newby PK. A food desert in Detroit: associations 
with food shopping and eating behaviours, dietary intakes and obesity. Public Health Nutr. 2013;16:2114-23. 
PMID: 23651835. 

Independent Variable 

15 Burgoine T, Alvanides S, Lake AA. Creating 'obesogenic realities'; do our methodological choices make a 
difference when measuring the food environment? Int J Health Geogr. 2013;12:33. PMID: 23816238. 

Location 

16 Burgoine T, Lake AA, Stamp E, Alvanides S, Mathers JC, Adamson AJ. Changing foodscapes 1980-2000, using 
the ASH30 Study. Appetite. 2009;53:157-65. PMID: 19467279. 

Location 

17 Bustillos B, Sharkey JR, Anding J, McIntosh A. Availability of more healthful food alternatives in traditional, 
convenience, and nontraditional types of food stores in two rural Texas counties. J Am Diet Assoc. 2009;109:883-
9. PMID: 19394475.

Independent Variable, 
Outcome 

18 Campbell MK, McLerran D, Turner-McGrievy G, Feng Z, Havas S, Sorensen G, et al. Mediation of adult fruit and 
vegetable consumption in the National 5 A Day for Better Health community studies. Ann Behav Med. 
2008;35:49-60. PMID: 18347904. 

Independent Variable 

19 Chaix B, Bean K, Daniel M, Zenk SN, Kestens Y, Charreire H, et al. Associations of supermarket characteristics 
with weight status and body fat: a multilevel analysis of individuals within supermarkets (RECORD study). PLoS 
One. 2012;7:e32908. PMID: 22496738. 

Location 

20 Christiansen KM, Qureshi F, Schaible A, Park S, Gittelsohn J. Environmental Factors That Impact the Eating 
Behaviors of Low-income African American Adolescents in Baltimore City. J Nutr Educ Behav. 2013;45:652-60. 
PMID: 23916684. 

Outcome 

21 Cole K, McNees M, Kinney K, Fisher K, Krieger JW. Increasing access to farmers markets for beneficiaries of 
nutrition assistance: evaluation of the farmers market access project. Prev Chronic Dis. 2013;10:E168. PMID: 
24135392. 

Independent Variable, 
Outcome 

22 Crawford DA, Ball K, Cleland VJ, Campbell KJ, Timperio AF, Abbott G, et al. Home and neighbourhood correlates 
of BMI among children living in socioeconomically disadvantaged neighbourhoods. Br J Nutr. 2011;107:1028-36. 
PMID: 21824445. 

Location 

23 Cullen KW, Smalling AL, Thompson D, Watson KB, Reed D, Konzelmann K. Creating healthful home food 
environments: results of a study with participants in the expanded food and nutrition education program. J Nutr 
Educ Behav. 2009;41:380-8. PMID: 19879493. 

Independent Variable 

24 Cutler GJ, Flood A, Hannan P, Neumark-Sztainer D. Multiple sociodemographic and socioenvironmental Independent Variable 



Excluded Articles: Food Access 

The table below lists the excluded articles with at least one reason for exclusion, but may not reflect all possible reasons. 

3 
2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans  www.nel.gov 

Excluded Citations 
Reason for 
Exclusion 

characteristics are correlated with major patterns of dietary intake in adolescents. J Am Diet Assoc. 
2011;111:230-40. PMID: 21272697. 

25 Dammann KW, Smith C. Food-related environmental, behavioral, and personal factors associated with body 
mass index among urban, low-income African-American, American Indian, and Caucasian women. Am J Health 
Promot. 2011;25:e1-e10. PMID: 21721954. 

Independent Variable 

26 Deierlein AL, Morland KB, Scanlin K, Wong S, Spark A. Diet Quality of Urban Older Adults Age 60 to 99 Years: 
The Cardiovascular Health of Seniors and Built Environment Study. J Acad Nutr Diet. 2013. PMID: 24262516. 

Independent Variable 

27 DeLong AJ, Larson NI, Story M, Neumark-Sztainer D, Weber-Main AM, Ireland M. Factors associated with 
overweight among urban American Indian adolescents: findings from Project EAT. Ethn Dis. 2008;18:317-23. 
PMID: 18785446. 

Independent Variable 

28 Dressler H, Smith C. Environmental, personal, and behavioral factors are related to body mass index in a group 
of multi-ethnic, low-income women. J Acad Nutr Diet. 2013;113:1662-8. PMID: 24119531. 

Independent Variable 

29 Dressler H, Smith C. Health and eating behavior differs between lean/normal and overweight/obese low-income 
women living in food-insecure environments. Am J Health Promot. 2013;27:358-65. PMID: 23398131. 

Independent Variable 

30 Drewnowski A, Moudon AV, Jiao J, Aggarwal A, Charreire H, Chaix B. Food environment and socioeconomic 
status influence obesity rates in Seattle and in Paris. Int J Obes (Lond). 2013. PMID: 23736365. 

Study design, Location 

31 Dubowitz T, Ghosh-Dastidar MB, Steiner E, Escarce JJ, Collins RL. Are our actions aligned with our evidence? 
The skinny on changing the landscape of obesity. Obesity (Silver Spring). 2013;21:419-20. PMID: 23592652. 

Study design 

32 Dubowitz T, Subramanian SV, Acevedo-Garcia D, Osypuk TL, Peterson KE. Individual and neighborhood 
differences in diet among low-income foreign and U.S.-born women. Womens Health Issues. 2008;18:181-90. 
PMID: 18222706. 

Independent Variable 

33 Eagle TF, Sheetz A, Gurm R, Woodward AC, Kline-Rogers E, Leibowitz R, et al. Understanding childhood obesity 
in America: linkages between household income, community resources, and children's behaviors. Am Heart J. 
2012;163:836-43. PMID: 22607862. 

Independent Variable 

34 Erinosho TO, Oh AY, Moser RP, Davis KL, Nebeling LC, Yaroch AL. Association between perceived food 
environment and self-efficacy for fruit and vegetable consumption among US adults, 2007. Prev Chronic Dis. 
2011;9:E10. PMID: 22172177. 

Independent Variable 

35 Frank L, Kerr J, Rosenberg D, King A. Healthy aging and where you live: community design relationships with 
physical activity and body weight in older Americans. J Phys Act Health. 2010;7 Suppl 1:S82-90. PMID: 
20440017. 

Independent Variable, 
Outcome 

36 Franklin B, Jones A, Love D, Puckett S, Macklin J, White-Means S. Exploring mediators of food insecurity and Study design 



Excluded Articles: Food Access 

The table below lists the excluded articles with at least one reason for exclusion, but may not reflect all possible reasons. 

4 
2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans  www.nel.gov 

Excluded Citations 
Reason for 
Exclusion 

obesity: a review of recent literature. J Community Health. 2011;37:253-64. PMID: 21644024. 

37 Gary-Webb TL, Baptiste-Roberts K, Pham L, Wesche-Thobaben J, Patricio J, Pi-Sunyer FX, et al. Neighborhood 
and weight-related health behaviors in the Look AHEAD (Action for Health in Diabetes) study. BMC Public Health. 
2010;10:312. PMID: 20525373. 

Independent Variable, 
Unhealthy Subjects 

38 Gittelsohn J, Kim EM, He S, Pardilla M. A food store-based environmental intervention is associated with reduced 
BMI and improved psychosocial factors and food-related behaviors on the Navajo nation. J Nutr. 2013;143:1494-
500. PMID: 23864511. 

Independent Variable 

39 Gooding HC, Walls CE, Richmond TK. Food insecurity and increased BMI in young adult women. Obesity (Silver 
Spring). 2011;20:1896-901. PMID: 21779092. 

Independent Variable 

40 Gorin AA, Raynor HA, Niemeier HM, Wing RR. Home grocery delivery improves the household food 
environments of behavioral weight loss participants: results of an 8-week pilot study. Int J Behav Nutr Phys Act. 
2007;4:58. PMID: 18001469. 

Independent Variable 

41 Gose M, Plachta-Danielzik S, Willie B, Johannsen M, Landsberg B, Muller MJ. Longitudinal influences of 
neighbourhood built and social environment on children's weight status. Int J Environ Res Public Health. 
2013;10:5083-96. PMID: 24132135. 

Location 

42 Grigsby-Toussaint DS, Zenk SN, Odoms-Young A, Ruggiero L, Moise I. Availability of commonly consumed and 
culturally specific fruits and vegetables in African-american and Latino neighborhoods. J Am Diet Assoc. 
2010;110:746-52. PMID: 20430136. 

Independent Variable, 
Outcome 

43 Grossman M, Tekin E, Wada R. Food prices and body fatness among youths. Econ Hum Biol. 2013. PMID: 
24246131. 

Independent Variable 

44 Gustafson A, Hankins S, Jilcott S. Measures of the consumer food store environment: a systematic review of the 
evidence 2000-2011. J Community Health. 2011;37:897-911. PMID: 22160660. 

Study design 

45 Gustafson AA, Lewis S, Wilson C, Jilcott-Pitts S. Validation of food store environment secondary data source and 
the role of neighborhood deprivation in Appalachia, Kentucky. BMC Public Health. 2012;12:688. PMID: 
22914100. 

Outcome 

46 Hardin-Fanning F. Adherence to a Mediterranean diet in a rural Appalachian food desert. Rural Remote Health. 
2013;13:2293. PMID: 23331293. 

Independent Variable 
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Independent Variable 

26 Deierlein AL, Morland KB, Scanlin K, Wong S, Spark A. Diet Quality of Urban Older Adults Age 60 to 99 Years: 
The Cardiovascular Health of Seniors and Built Environment Study. J Acad Nutr Diet. 2013. PMID: 24262516. 
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of multi-ethnic, low-income women. J Acad Nutr Diet. 2013;113:1662-8. PMID: 24119531. 

Independent Variable 

29 Dressler H, Smith C. Health and eating behavior differs between lean/normal and overweight/obese low-income 
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Study design, Location 

31 Dubowitz T, Ghosh-Dastidar MB, Steiner E, Escarce JJ, Collins RL. Are our actions aligned with our evidence? 
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Location 

42 Grigsby-Toussaint DS, Zenk SN, Odoms-Young A, Ruggiero L, Moise I. Availability of commonly consumed and 
culturally specific fruits and vegetables in African-american and Latino neighborhoods. J Am Diet Assoc. 
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Independent Variable, 
Outcome 

90 Pitts SB, Bringolf KR, Lloyd CL, McGuirt JT, Lawton KK, Morgan J. Formative evaluation for a healthy corner 
store initiative in Pitt County, North Carolina: engaging stakeholders for a healthy corner store initiative, part 2. 
Prev Chronic Dis. 2013;10:E120. PMID: 23866164. 

Study design, 
Independent Variable 

91 Poti JM, Slining MM, Popkin BM. Solid fat and added sugar intake among U.S. children: The role of stores, 
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Location, Independent 
Variable 

101 Sharkey JR, Dean WR, Nalty CC, Xu J. Convenience stores are the key food environment influence on nutrients 
available from household food supplies in Texas Border Colonias. BMC Public Health. 2013;13:45. PMID: 
23327426. 

Outcome 
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Ecol Food Nutr. 2013;52:63-75. PMID: 23282191. 

Location 

104 Singh GK, Siahpush M, Kogan MD. Neighborhood socioeconomic conditions, built environments, and childhood 
obesity. Health Aff (Millwood). 2010;29:503-12. PMID: 20194993. 

Independent Variable 

105 Slack T, Myers CA, Martin CK, Heymsfield SB. The geographic concentration of U.S adult obesity prevalence and 
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schools. Public Health Nutr. 2011;14:960-4. PMID: 21205402. 

Independent Variable, 
Outcome 

111 Thompson OM, Ballew C, Resnicow K, Must A, Bandini LG, Cyr H, et al. Food purchased away from home as a 
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Independent Variable 

123 Whitehouse A, Simon A, French SA, Wolfson J. Availability of snacks, candy and beverages in hospital, 
community clinic and commercial pharmacies. Public Health Nutr. 2012;15:1117-23. PMID: 22277097. 
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PMID:22956296. 

Independent Variable 

3 
Adedze P,Orr RA,Chapman-Novakofski K,Donovan SM. Set the Pace: Nutrition Education DVD for 
Head Start Parents. J Nutr Educ Behav. 2013;45(3):279-81. PMID:23266304. 

Outcome 

4 

Agras WS,Hammer LD,Huffman LC,Mascola A,Bryson SW,Danaher C. Improving healthy eating in 
families with a toddler at risk for overweight: a cluster randomized controlled trial. J Dev Behav 
Pediatr. 2012;33(7):529-34. PMID:22947882. 

Independent Variable 

5 

Agrawal T,Hoffman JA,Ahl M,Bhaumik U,Healey C,Carter S,Dickerson D,Nethersole S,Griffin 
D,Castaneda-Sceppa C. Collaborating for impact: a multilevel early childhood obesity prevention 
initiative. Fam Community Health. 2012;35(3):192-202. PMID:22617410. 

Outcome 

6 

Andreyeva T,Luedicke J,Middleton AE,Long MW,Schwartz MB. Positive influence of the revised 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children food packages on access 
to healthy foods. J Acad Nutr Diet. 2012;112(6):850-8. PMID:22709812. 

Independent Variable 

7 

Andreyeva T,Luedicke J,Tripp AS,Henderson KE. Effects of reduced juice allowances in food 
packages for the women, infants, and children program. Pediatrics. 2013;131(5):919-27. 
PMID:23629613. 

Independent Variable 

8 

Annesi JJ,Smith AE,Tennant GA. Effects of the Start For Life treatment on physical activity in 
primarily African American preschool children of ages 3-5 years. Psychol Health Med. 
2013;18(3):300-9. PMID:22882084. 

Outcome 

9 

Annesi JJ,Smith AE,Tennant GA. Reducing high BMI in African American preschoolers: effects of a 
behavior-based physical activity intervention on caloric expenditure. South Med J. 2013;106(8):456-
9. PMID:23912139.

Independent Variable, Outcome 

10 

Antoine B,Jerome B,Susi K,Pedro MV,Tanja K,Jardena P. Effects of a physical activity intervention in 
children attending child care (youp'la bouge program): A cluster-randomized controlled trial. Obesity 
Facts. 2012;5 :71.   

Independent Variable 

11 
Arabi M. Foreword to Every Child's Potential: Integrating Nutrition and Early Childhood Development 
Interventions. Ann N Y Acad Sci. 2014;1308(1):v-vi. PMID:24571221. 

Study Design 

12 

Arcan C,Hannan PJ,Fulkerson JA,Himes JH,Rock BH,Smyth M,Story M. Associations of home food 
availability, dietary intake, screen time and physical activity with BMI in young American-Indian 
children. Public Health Nutr. 2013;16(1):146-55. PMID:22376987. 

Independent Variable, Age 

13 Arcan C,Hannan PJ,Himes JH,Fulkerson JA,Rock BH,Smyth M,Story M. Intervention effects on Independent Variable, Age 
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kindergarten and first-grade teachers' classroom food practices and food-related beliefs in American 
Indian reservation schools. J Acad Nutr Diet. 2013;113(8):1076-83. PMID:23885704. 

14 

Ariza AJ,Hartman J,Grodecki J,Clavier A,Ghaey K,Elsner M,Moore C,Reina OO,Binns HJ. Linking 
pediatric primary care obesity management to community programs. J Health Care Poor 
Underserved. 2013;24(2 Suppl):158-67. PMID:23727972. 

Independent Variable 

15 
Aryana M,Li Z,Bommer WJ. Obesity and physical fitness in California school children. Am Heart J. 
2012;163(2):302-12. PMID:22305851. 

Independent Variable, Age 

16 

Bacardi-Gascon M,Reveles-Rojas C,Woodward-Lopez G,Crawford P,Jimenez-Cruz A. Assessing the 
validity of a physical activity questionnaire developed for parents of preschool children in Mexico. J 
Health Popul Nutr. 2012;30(4):439-46. PMID:23304910. 

Independent Variable 

17 
Bailey-Davis L,Horst M,Hillemeier MM,Lauter A. Obesity disparities among elementary-aged children: 
data from school-based BMI surveillance. Pediatrics. 2012;130(6):1102-9. PMID:23147975. 

Age 

18 

Baird DL,Syrette J,Hendrie GA,Riley MD,Bowen J,Noakes M. Dairy food intake of Australian children 
and adolescents 2-16 years of age: 2007 Australian National Children's Nutrition and Physical 
Activity Survey. Public Health Nutr. 2012;15(11):2060-73. PMID:22583653. 

Age 

19 

Baker J,Sanghvi T,Hajeebhoy N,Abrha TH. Learning from the design and implementation of large-
scale programs to improve infant and young child feeding. Food Nutr Bull. 2013;34(3 Suppl):S226-
30. PMID:24261079.

Location 

20 
Baranowski T,Frankel L. Let's get technical! Gaming and technology for weight control and health 
promotion in children. Child Obes. 2012;8(1):34-7. PMID:22799477. 

Study Design 

21 

Barkin SL,Gesell SB,Po'e EK,Escarfuller J,Tempesti T. Culturally tailored, family-centered, 
behavioral obesity intervention for Latino-American preschool-aged children. Pediatrics. 
2012;130(3):445-56. PMID:22869834. 

Independent Variable 

22 

Battista RA,Oakley H,Weddell MS,Mudd LM,Greene JB,West ST. Improving the physical activity and 
nutrition environment through self-assessment (NAP SACC) in rural area child care centers in North 
Carolina. Prev Med. 2014; . PMID:24495522. 

Independent Variable, Outcome, 
Unhealthy subjects 

23 
Bayer O,Nehring I,Bolte G,Von Kries R. Fruit and vegetable consumption and BMI change in primary 
school-age children: A cohort study. European Journal of Clinical Nutrition. 2014;68(2):265-270.   

Age 

24 

Bell AC,Davies L,Finch M,Wolfenden L,Francis JL,Sutherland R,Wiggers J. An implementation 
intervention to encourage healthy eating in centre-based child-care services: impact of the Good for 
Kids Good for Life programme. Public Health Nutr. 2014; :1-10. PMID:24477181. 

Outcome 

25 
Bellows L,Anderson J. The Food Friends Get Movin' with Mighty Moves: a physical activity program 
for preschoolers. J Nutr Educ Behav. 2013;45(5):473-5. PMID:23523275. 

Outcome 

26 Bellows L,Spaeth A,Lee V,Anderson J. Exploring the use of storybooks to reach mothers of Independent Variable 
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preschoolers with nutrition and physical activity messages. J Nutr Educ Behav. 2013;45(4):362-7. 
PMID:23415760. 

27 

Bellows LL,Davies PL,Anderson J,Kennedy C. Effectiveness of a physical activity intervention for 
Head Start preschoolers: a randomized intervention study. Am J Occup Ther. 2013;67(1):28-36. 
PMID:23245780. 

Independent Variable, Outcome 

28 

Bellows LL,Johnson SL,Davies PL,Anderson J,Gavin WJ,Boles RE. The Colorado LEAP study: 
rationale and design of a study to assess the short term longitudinal effectiveness of a preschool 
nutrition and physical activity program. BMC Public Health. 2013;13 :1146. PMID:24321701. 

Study Design 

29 

Bel-Serrat S,Mouratidou T,Santaliestra-Pasias AM,Iacoviello L,Kourides YA,Marild S,Molnar 
D,Reisch L,Siani A,Stomfai S,Vanaelst B,Veidebaum T,Pigeot I,Ahrens W,Krogh V,Moreno LA. 
Clustering of multiple lifestyle behaviours and its association to cardiovascular risk factors in children: 
the IDEFICS study. Eur J Clin Nutr. 2013;67(8):848-54. PMID:23632753. 

Location, Independent Variable 

30 

Benjamin Neelon SE,Reyes-Morales H,Haines J,Gillman MW,Taveras EM. Nutritional quality of 
foods and beverages on child-care centre menus in Mexico. Public Health Nutr. 2013;16(11):2014-
22. PMID:23036360.

Location, Independent Variable 

31 

Benjamin Neelon SE,Taveras EM,Ostbye T,Gillman MW. Preventing Obesity in Infants and Toddlers 
in Child Care: Results from a Pilot Randomized Controlled Trial. Matern Child Health J. 2013; . 
PMID:24065371. 

Outcome 

32 
Benjamin Neelon SE,Vaughn A,Ball SC,McWilliams C,Ward DS. Nutrition practices and mealtime 
environments of North Carolina child care centers. Child Obes. 2012;8(3):216-23. PMID:22799547. 

Outcome 

33 
Bisset S,Potvin L,Daniel M. The adaptive nature of implementation practice: case study of a school-
based nutrition education intervention. Eval Program Plann. 2013;39 :10-8. PMID:23501242. 

Location, Age 

34 

Bjelland M,Brantsaeter AL,Haugen M,Meltzer HM,Nystad W,Andersen LF. Changes and tracking of 
fruit, vegetables and sugar-sweetened beverages intake from 18 months to 7 years in the Norwegian 
Mother and Child Cohort Study. BMC Public Health. 2013;13 :793. PMID:24103398. 

Location, Age 

35 
Black MM,Creed-Kanashiro HM. [How to feed children? Healthy eating behaviors starting at 
childhood]. Rev Peru Med Exp Salud Publica. 2012;29(3):373-8. PMID:23085800. 

Study Design 

36 

Bocca G,Corpeleijn E,Stolk RP,Sauer PJ. Results of a multidisciplinary treatment program in 3-year-
old to 5-year-old overweight or obese children: a randomized controlled clinical trial. Arch Pediatr 
Adolesc Med. 2012;166(12):1109-15. PMID:23108941. 

Unhealthy subjects 

37 

Bocca G,Corpeleijn E,Stolk RP,Wolffenbuttel BH,Sauer PJ. Effect of obesity intervention programs 
on adipokines, insulin resistance, lipid profile, and low-grade inflammation in 3-to 5-y-old children. 
Pediatric Research. 2014;75(2):352-357.   

Independent Variable 

38 Bocca G,Corpeleijn E,van den Heuvel ER,Stolk RP,Sauer PJ. Three-year follow-up of 3-year-old to Independent Variable, Unhealthy 
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5-year-old children after participation in a multidisciplinary or a usual-care obesity treatment program. 
Clin Nutr. 2013; . PMID:24377413. 

subjects 

39 
Bonuck K,Avraham SB,Lo Y,Kahn R,Hyden C. Bottle-weaning intervention and toddler overweight. J 
Pediatr. 2014;164(2):306-12.e1-2. PMID:24183206. 

Independent Variable 

40 
Boonpleng W,Park CG,Gallo AM. Timing of adiposity rebound: a step toward preventing obesity. 
Pediatr Nurs. 2012;38(1):37-42. PMID:22474857. 

Independent Variable, Age 

41 

Boutain DM,McNees M. Initiating policy, systems, and environmental changes for childhood obesity 
prevention by engaging six faith-based organizations. Fam Community Health. 2013;36(3):248-59. 
PMID:23718960. 

Independent Variable 

42 
Boyer LE,Laurentz S,McCabe GP,Kranz S. Shape of snack foods does not predict snack intake in a 
sample of preschoolers: a cross-over study. Int J Behav Nutr Phys Act. 2012;9 :94. PMID:22866912. 

Outcome 

43 

Briley ME,Ranjit N,Hoelscher DM,Sweitzer SJ,Almansour F,Roberts-Gray C. Unbundling outcomes 
of a multilevel intervention to increase fruit, vegetables, and whole grains parents pack for their 
preschool children in sack lunches. Am J Health Educ. 2012;43(3):135-142. PMID:23243631. 

Independent Variable 

44 

Brink-Melis WJ,Derksen ER,Westerman MJ,Renders CM,Seidell JC,Visscher TL. The local 
implementation of a chronic disease management model for childhood overweight and obesity. Obes 
Facts. 2012;5(5):766-75. PMID:23107830. 

Independent Variable, Age 

45 

Brotman LM,Dawson-McClure S,Huang KY,Theise R,Kamboukos D,Wang J,Petkova E,Ogedegbe 
G. Early childhood family intervention and long-term obesity prevention among high-risk minority 
youth. Pediatrics. 2012;129(3):e621-8. PMID:22311988. 

Independent Variable, Age 

46 
Brouwer R,Ostbye T,Benjamin-Neelon S. Child care arrangement and BMI/activity levels in 
preschoolers. Obesity Facts. 2012;5 :257.   

Independent Variable 

47 
Burgess JN,Broome ME. Perceptions of weight and body image among preschool children: A pilot 
study. Pediatr Nurs. 2012;38(3):147-52, 176. PMID:22908457. 

Independent Variable, Outcome 

48 

Burgi F,Niederer I,Schindler C,Bodenmann P,Marques-Vidal P,Kriemler S,Puder JJ. Effect of a 
lifestyle intervention on adiposity and fitness in socially disadvantaged subgroups of preschoolers: a 
cluster-randomized trial (Ballabeina). Prev Med. 2012;54(5):335-40. PMID:22373886. 

Non-human Subjects 

49 

Byun W,Blair SN,Pate RR. Objectively measured sedentary behavior in preschool children: 
comparison between Montessori and traditional preschools. Int J Behav Nutr Phys Act. 2013;10 :2. 
PMID:23286454. 

Independent Variable, Outcome 

50 
Byun W,Liu J,Pate RR. Association between objectively measured sedentary behavior and body 
mass index in preschool children. Int J Obes (Lond). 2013;37(7):961-5. PMID:23318716. 

Independent Variable 

51 
Cameron AJ,Ball K,Pearson N,Lioret S,Crawford DA,Campbell K,Hesketh K,McNaughton SA. 
Socioeconomic variation in diet and activity-related behaviours of Australian children and 

Age 
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adolescents aged 2-16 years. Pediatr Obes. 2012;7(4):329-42. PMID:22715088. 

52 

Campbell AC,Barnum D,Ryden V,Ishkanian S,Stock S,Chanoine JP. The effectiveness of the 
implementation of healthy buddies(trademark), a school-based, peer- Led health promotion program 
in elementary schools. Canadian Journal of Diabetes. 2012;36(4):181-186.   

Age 

53 

Carletti C,Macaluso A,Pani P,Caroli M,Giacchi M,Montico M,Cattaneo A. Diet and physical activity in 
pre-school children: a pilot project for surveillance in three regions of Italy. Public Health Nutr. 
2013;16(4):616-24. PMID:23174193. 

Location, Independent Variable 

54 

Carter MA,Dubois L,Tremblay MS,Taljaard M. Local social environmental factors are associated with 
household food insecurity in a longitudinal study of children. BMC Public Health. 2012;12 :1038. 
PMID:23190743. 

Independent Variable, Age 

55 
Castro DC,Samuels M,Harman AE. Growing healthy kids: a community garden-based obesity 
prevention program. Am J Prev Med. 2013;44(3 Suppl 3):S193-9. PMID:23415183. 

Independent Variable, Age 

56 

Caton SJ,Ahern SM,Remy E,Nicklaus S,Blundell P,Hetherington MM. Repetition counts: repeated 
exposure increases intake of a novel vegetable in UK pre-school children compared to flavour-flavour 
and flavour-nutrient learning. Br J Nutr. 2013;109(11):2089-97. PMID:23110783. 

Location, Age 

57 
Cawley J,Frisvold D,Meyerhoefer C. The impact of physical education on obesity among elementary 
school children. J Health Econ. 2013;32(4):743-55. PMID:23721885. 

Independent Variable, Age 

58 

Cespedes J,Briceno G,Farkouh M,Vedanthan R,Leal M,Dennis R,Hunn M,Fuster V. A randomized 
preschool trial to promote cardiovascular health in Colombia: 12 month follow up. Circulation. 
2012;125(19):e703.   

Non-human Subjects 

59 

Cespedes J,Briceno G,Farkouh M,Vedanthan R,Leal M,Dennis R,Hunn M,Fuster V. A randomized 
preschool trial to promote cardiovascular health in colombia: 18 month follow up. Circulation. 
2012;125(10) .   

Non-human Subjects 

60 

Chafin C,Edwards MJ,Morgan D,Isom P,Morgan D. A-B-C-1-2-3 Healthy Kids in Tennessee - Let's 
Eat Well, Play, and Be Aware Every Day: a preliminary report. Stud Health Technol Inform. 2012;172 
:144-9. PMID:22910514. 

Study Design, Independent 
Variable 

61 

Chen HJ,Wang Y. Influence of school beverage environment on the association of beverage 
consumption with physical education participation among US adolescents. Am J Public Health. 
2013;103(11):e63-70. PMID:24028221. 

Independent Variable, Age 

62 
Chiasson MA,Findley SE,Sekhobo JP,Scheinmann R,Edmunds LS,Faly AS,McLeod NJ. Changing 
WIC changes what children eat. Obesity (Silver Spring). 2013;21(7):1423-9. PMID:23703806. 

Independent Variable 

63 

Chriqui JF,Turner L,Taber DR,Chaloupka FJ. Association between district and state policies and US 
public elementary school competitive food and beverage environments. JAMA Pediatr. 
2013;167(8):714-22. PMID:23753810. 

Independent Variable, Age 
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64 
Christian MS,El Evans C,Conner M,Ransley JK,Cade JE. Study protocol: can a school gardening 
intervention improve children's diets?. BMC Public Health. 2012;12 :304. PMID:22537179. 

Study Design, Age 

65 

Christian MS,Evans CE,Hancock N,Nykjaer C,Cade JE. Family meals can help children reach their 5 
a day: a cross-sectional survey of children's dietary intake from London primary schools. J Epidemiol 
Community Health. 2013;67(4):332-8. PMID:23254183. 

Location, Independent Variable 

66 

Cohen JF,Kraak VI,Choumenkovitch SF,Hyatt RR,Economos CD. The CHANGE study: a healthy-
lifestyles intervention to improve rural children's diet quality. J Acad Nutr Diet. 2014;114(1):48-53. 
PMID:24126295. 

Age 

67 
Copeland KA,Benjamin Neelon SE,Howald AE,Wosje KS. Nutritional quality of meals compared to 
snacks in child care. Child Obes. 2013;9(3):223-32. PMID:23635311. 

Outcome 

68 

Correia DC,O'Connell M,Irwin ML,Henderson KE. Pairing vegetables with a liked food and visually 
appealing presentation: promising strategies for increasing vegetable consumption among 
preschoolers. Child Obes. 2014;10(1):72-6. PMID:24433126. 

Outcome 

69 

Cosco NG,Moore RC,Smith WR. Childcare outdoor renovation as a built environment health 
promotion strategy: evaluating the preventing obesity by design intervention. Am J Health Promot. 
2014;28(3 Suppl):S27-32. PMID:24380462. 

Independent Variable, Outcome 

70 

Cox R,Skouteris H,Rutherford L,Fuller-Tyszkiewicz M,Dell' Aquila D,Hardy LL. Television viewing, 
television content, food intake, physical activity and body mass index: a cross-sectional study of 
preschool children aged 2-6 years. Health Promot J Austr. 2012;23(1):58-62. PMID:22730942. 

Independent Variable 

71 

Crespi CM,Alfonso VH,Whaley SE,Wang MC. Validity of child anthropometric measurements in the 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children. Pediatr Res. 
2012;71(3):286-92. PMID:22337260. 

Independent Variable 

72 

Crespo NC,Elder JP,Ayala GX,Slymen DJ,Campbell NR,Sallis JF,McKenzie TL,Baquero 
B,Arredondo EM. Results of a multi-level intervention to prevent and control childhood obesity among 
Latino children: the Aventuras Para Ninos Study. Ann Behav Med. 2012;43(1):84-100. 
PMID:22215470. 

Independent Variable, Age 

73 

Cruz TH,Davis SM,Fitzgerald CA,Canaca GF,Keane PC. Engagement, Recruitment, and Retention 
in a Trans-Community, Randomized Controlled Trial for the Prevention of Obesity in Rural American 
Indian and Hispanic Children. J Prim Prev. 2014; . PMID:24549525. 

Study Design, Outcome 

74 

Davis CR,Dearing E,Usher N,Trifiletti S,Zaichenko L,Ollen E,Brinkoetter MT,Crowell-Doom C,Joung 
K,Park KH,Mantzoros CS,Crowell JA. Detailed assessments of childhood adversity enhance 
prediction of central obesity independent of gender, race, adult psychosocial risk and health 
behaviors. Metabolism. 2014;63(2):199-206. PMID:24211017. 

Independent Variable, Age 

75 Dawson A,Richards R,Collins C,Reeder AI,Gray A. Edible gardens in early childhood education Location, Independent Variable 
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settings in Aotearoa, New Zealand. Health Promot J Austr. 2013;24(3):214-8. PMID:24355341. 

76 
De Boer MD,Scharf RJ. Consumption of sugar-sweetened beverages is associated with prospective 
weight gain in preschoolers. Hormone Research in Paediatrics. 2013;80 :102.   

Independent Variable 

77 

De Coen V,De Bourdeaudhuij I,Verbestel V,Maes L,Vereecken C. Risk factors for childhood 
overweight: a 30-month longitudinal study of 3- to 6-year-old children. Public Health Nutr. 2013; :1-8. 
PMID:24172063. 

Independent Variable 

78 

De Craemer M,De Decker E,De Bourdeaudhuij I,Deforche B,Vereecken C,Duvinage K,Grammatikaki 
E,Iotova V,Fernandez-Alvira JM,Zych K,Manios Y,Cardon G. Physical activity and beverage 
consumption in preschoolers: focus groups with parents and teachers. BMC Public Health. 2013;13 
:278. PMID:23537117. 

Location, Outcome 

79 

De Decker E,De Craemer M,De Bourdeaudhuij I,Wijndaele K,Duvinage K,Androutsos O,Iotova 
V,Lateva M,Alvira JM,Zych K,Manios Y,Cardon G. Influencing factors of sedentary behavior in 
European preschool settings: an exploration through focus groups with teachers. J Sch Health. 
2013;83(9):654-61. PMID:23879785. 

Location, Outcome 

80 

de Ruyter JC,Olthof MR,Kuijper LD,Katan MB. Effect of sugar-sweetened beverages on body weight 
in children: design and baseline characteristics of the Double-blind, Randomized INtervention study 
in Kids. Contemp Clin Trials. 2012;33(1):247-57. PMID:22056980. 

Age 

81 

de Silva-Sanigorski AM,Bell AC,Kremer P,Park J,Demajo L,Smith M,Sharp S,Nichols M,Carpenter 
L,Boak R,Swinburn B. Process and impact evaluation of the Romp &amp; Chomp obesity prevention 
intervention in early childhood settings: lessons learned from implementation in preschools and long 
day care settings. Child Obes. 2012;8(3):205-15. PMID:22799546. 

Independent Variable, Age 

82 

Della Santa AP,Britz M,Deffeminis M,Dornell T,Martinez J,Cavalleri F. Study of the effectiveness of 
an educational model to prevent and control childhood obesity. Annals of Nutrition and Metabolism. 
2013;63 :928.   

Location 

83 

Dessing D,Pierik FH,Sterkenburg RP,van Dommelen P,Maas J,de Vries SI. Schoolyard physical 
activity of 6-11 year old children assessed by GPS and accelerometry. Int J Behav Nutr Phys Act. 
2013;10 :97. PMID:23945145. 

Independent Variable, Age 

84 

Dev DA,McBride BA,Speirs KE,Donovan SM,Cho HK. Predictors of Head Start and Child-Care 
Providers' Healthful and Controlling Feeding Practices with Children Aged 2 to 5 Years. J Acad Nutr 
Diet. 2014; . PMID:24618036. 

Independent Variable 

85 

Dev DA,McBride BA. Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics benchmarks for nutrition in child care 2011: 
are child-care providers across contexts meeting recommendations?. J Acad Nutr Diet. 
2013;113(10):1346-53. PMID:23916973. 

Independent Variable, Outcome 

86 Dickin KL,Lent M,Lu AH,Sequeira J,Dollahite JS. Developing a measure of behavior change in a Age 
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program to help low-income parents prevent unhealthful weight gain in children. J Nutr Educ Behav. 
2012;44(1):12-21. PMID:21996430. 

87 
Dolinsky DH,Armstrong SC,Walter EB,Kemper AR. The effectiveness of a primary care-based 
pediatric obesity program. Clin Pediatr (Phila). 2012;51(4):345-53. PMID:22013148. 

Independent Variable, Unhealthy 
subjects 

88 

Dollahite JS,Pijai EI,Scott-Pierce M,Parker C,Trochim W. A randomized controlled trial of a 
community-based nutrition education program for low-income parents. J Nutr Educ Behav. 
2014;46(2):102-9. PMID:24268300. 

Independent Variable 

89 

Dreisinger ML,Boland EM,Filler CD,Baker EA,Hessel AS,Brownson RC. Contextual factors 
influencing readiness for dissemination of obesity prevention programs and policies. Health Educ 
Res. 2012;27(2):292-306. PMID:21893684. 

Independent Variable, Outcome 

90 

Dubuisson C,Lioret S,Dufour A,Volatier JL,Lafay L,Turck D. Associations between usual school lunch 
attendance and eating habits and sedentary behaviour in French children and adolescents. Eur J 
Clin Nutr. 2012;66(12):1335-41. PMID:23047714. 

Age 

91 

Duncanson K,Burrows T,Collins C. Study protocol of a parent-focused child feeding and dietary 
intake intervention: the feeding healthy food to kids randomised controlled trial. BMC Public Health. 
2012;12 :564. PMID:22839300. 

Study Design, Independent 
Variable 

92 

Dunn LL,Venturanza JA,Walsh RJ,Nonas CA. An observational evaluation of move-to-improve, a 
classroom-based physical activity program, New York City schools, 2010. Prev Chronic Dis. 2012;9 
:E146. PMID:22974754. 

Independent Variable, Outcome, 
Age 

93 

Ekberg J,Angbratt M,Valter L,Nordvall M,Timpka T. History matters: childhood weight trajectories as 
a basis for planning community-based obesity prevention to adolescents. Int J Obes (Lond). 
2012;36(4):524-8. PMID:22249226. 

Age 

94 

Elizondo-Montemayor L,Moreno-Sanchez D,Gutierrez NG,Monsivais-Rodriguez F,Martinez 
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95 
Elliott C. Marketing foods to children: are we asking the right questions?. Child Obes. 2012;8(3):191-
4. PMID:22799544.

Study Design 

96 
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97 
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Excluded Articles: Early Childhood Education 

The table below lists the excluded articles with at least one reason for exclusion, but may not reflect all possible reasons. 

9 
2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans  www.nel.gov 

Excluded Citations Reason for Exclusion 

98 
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99 
Ferguson CJ,Munoz ME,Medrano MR. Advertising influences on young children's food choices and 
parental influence. J Pediatr. 2012;160(3):452-5. PMID:21983204. 

Independent Variable, Age 

100 
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J Sch Health. 2013;83(4):249-55. PMID:23488885. 

Independent Variable, Age 

101 
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Age 
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107 
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Study Design 

109 Galvan M,Uauy R,Lopez-Rodriguez G,Kain J. Association between childhood obesity, cognitive Location, Independent Variable, 
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development, physical fitness and social-emotional wellbeing in a transitional economy. Ann Hum 
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Outcome 

110 
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Goldfield GS,Harvey A,Grattan K,Colley R,Alberga AS,Ferraro ZM,Temple VA,Naylor PJ,Barrowman 
N,Adamo KB. The preschoolers activity trial (PAT): A randomized controlled trial of physical activity 
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115 
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PMID:22909579. 

Independent Variable, Age 
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Excluded Articles: Early Childhood Education 

The table below lists the excluded articles with at least one reason for exclusion, but may not reflect all possible reasons. 

11 
2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans  www.nel.gov 

Excluded Citations Reason for Exclusion 

the potential for increased vegetable consumption. Psychol Sci. 2013;24(8):1541-53. 
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programs in preschool aged children?. Obesity Research and Clinical Practice. 2012;6 :64.   

Independent Variable 

128 
Hardy LL,King L,Hector D,Lloyd B. Weight status and weight-related behaviors of children 
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2013;21(1):E26-32. PMID:23404863. 
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mothers' and fathers' parenting consistency and child BMI. Pediatrics. 2013;132(6):e1513-20. 
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Independent Variable, Outcome 
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Study Design 
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Health. 2013;38(1):1-11. PMID:22714670. 
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:6-11. PMID:24275668. 
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Racial/ethnic differences in dietary intake among WIC families prior to food package revisions. J Nutr 
Educ Behav. 2013;45(1):39-46. PMID:23073175. 
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169 Korenman S,Abner KS,Kaestner R,Gordon RA. The Child and Adult Care Food Program and the Outcome 
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Independent Variable, Age 



Excluded Articles: Early Childhood Education 

The table below lists the excluded articles with at least one reason for exclusion, but may not reflect all possible reasons. 

16 
2015 Dietary Guidelines for Americans  www.nel.gov 

Excluded Citations Reason for Exclusion 

183 

Liu JH,Jones SJ,Sun H,Probst JC,Merchant AT,Cavicchia P. Diet, physical activity, and sedentary 
behaviors as risk factors for childhood obesity: an urban and rural comparison. Child Obes. 
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Independent Variable, Outcome 
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Environ Res Public Health. 2012;9(4):1368-78. PMID:22690199. 

Independent Variable 
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choices regarding diet and activity in Spain. Child Care Health Dev. 2013;39(1):109-17. 
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Physical Activity Intervention in Child Care: Directors' Perspectives. J Nutr Educ Behav. 2014; . 
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Study Design, Outcome 

188 
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Manios Y. The 'ToyBox-study' obesity prevention programme in early childhood: an introduction. 
Obes Rev. 2012;13 Suppl 1 :1-2. PMID:22309060. 

Study Design 

192 
Marks J,Barnett L,Foulkes C,Allender S. A case study identifying system level intervention points for 
obesity prevention in a long day care setting. Obesity Research and Clinical Practice. 2012;6 :24.   

Study Design, Outcome 
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Menon P,Rawat R,Ruel M. Bringing rigor to evaluations of large-scale programs to improve infant 
and young child feeding and nutrition: the evaluation designs for the Alive &amp; Thrive initiative. 
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Study Design 
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Location, Independent Variable, 
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Nemet D,Geva D,Meckel Y,Eliakim A. Health-related knowledge and preferences in low socio-
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Independent Variable 
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Outcome 

217 
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Location, Independent Variable 

227 

Okihiro M,Pillen M,Ancog C,Inda C,Sehgal V. Implementing the obesity care model at a community 
health center in Hawaii to address childhood obesity. J Health Care Poor Underserved. 2013;24(2 
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229 Olsen NJ,Buch-Andersen T,Handel MN,Ostergaard LM,Pedersen J,Seeger C,Stougaard M,Traerup Study Design, Non-human 
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Study Design, Independent 
Variable 
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Age, Sample Size 
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Pathare N,Haskvitz EM,Selleck M. Comparison of measures of physical performance among young 
children who are healthy weight, overweight, or obese. Pediatr Phys Ther. 2013;25(3):291-6. 
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Study Design 
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Study Design, Independent 
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Study Design 
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Rappaport EB,Daskalakis C,Sendecki JA. Using routinely collected growth data to assess a school-
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Outcome 

263 Robbins JM,Nguyen JV,Houck KL,Inman KA,Nobis EA,Robbins SW. Overweight Among Children Age 
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